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Statement of Intent under Texas Government Code Chapter 306 and Chapter 323

In accordance with Texas Government Code sections 306.003, 306.004, and 323.017 (see below), I, 

Representative _____________________________ of District ______________________, wish to make communications with citizens/residents of the State of Texas and with the Texas Legislative Council contained within my records available to the public in the following manner: (please circle and place your initials next to your choice)

1) My communications shall be opened to the public, with the understanding that providing public access under sections 306.003, 306.004, and 323.017 does not waive mandatory open records exceptions under the Texas Public Information Act.  Legislative records will continue to be reviewed to enforce mandatory exceptions to the Act.  
2) My communications shall be opened to the public on the following date: _______________________

3) My communications shall be permanently closed to the public.

___________________________


__________________

Signature of the Representative



Date

___________________________


__________________

Signature of the State Archivist


Date

§ 306.003:  Records of a member of the legislature or the lieutenant governor that are composed exclusively of memoranda of communications with residents of this state and of personal information concerning the person communicating with the member or lieutenant governor are confidential. However, the member or the lieutenant governor may disclose all or a part of a record to which this subsection applies, and that disclosure does not violate the law of this state.  The method used to store or maintain a record covered by Subsection (a) does not affect the confidentiality of the record.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 167, § 2.05(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
§ 306.004:  To ensure the right of the citizens of this state to petition state government, as guaranteed by Article I, Section 27, of the Texas Constitution, by protecting the confidentiality of communications of citizens with a member of the legislature or the lieutenant governor, the public disclosure of all or part of a written or otherwise recorded communication from a citizen of this state received by a member or the lieutenant governor in his official capacity is prohibited unless:  (1) the citizen expressly or by clear implication authorizes the disclosure;  (2) the communication is of a type that is expressly authorized by statute to be disclosed; or  (3) the official determines that the disclosure does not constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy of the communicator or another person.  This section does not apply to a communication to a member of the legislature or the lieutenant governor from a public official or public employee acting in an official capacity.  A member or the lieutenant governor may elect to disclose all or part of a communication to which this section applies, and that disclosure does not violate the law of this state.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 167, § 2.05(a), eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

§ 323.017:  Communications, including conversations, correspondence, and electronic communications, between a member of the legislature or the lieutenant governor and an assistant or employee of the council [i.e., the Texas Legislative Council] that relate to a request by the official for information, advice, or opinions from an assistant or employee of the council are confidential.  Information, advice, and opinions given privately by an assistant or employee of the council to a member of the legislature, or the lieutenant governor, acting in the person's official capacity, are confidential.  However, the member or lieutenant governor may choose to disclose all or a part of the communications, information, advice, or opinions to which this section applies, and such a disclosure does not violate the law of this state.

Added by Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 1053, § 2, eff. June 20, 1987.  Renumbered from V.T.C.A., Government Code § 323.016 by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 2, § 16.01(25), eff. Aug. 28, 1989.  Amended by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, § 9.002, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Return this statement by mail or fax to:

Jelain Chubb
State Archivist

Archives and Information Services Division

Texas State Library and Archives Commission

P O Box 12927

Austin, Texas  78711-2927

Fax: 512-463-5430

