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From 1915-1919, racial tension along the Texas-Mexico  border ignited violent exchanges 

between Anglos, Tejanos 
1
, and Mexicans, impacting social, economic, and political stability in the 

region.  Inspired by a manifesto called the Plan de San Diego, Mexican and Tejano social 

revolutionaries answered the call for an "army of all races" to liberate Texas, New Mexico, 

Arizona, Colorado, and California fi·om the United States. 
2    

The Plan resul ted in revolting 

atrocities canied out by botJ1 Anglos and people of Mexican descent, redefining Anglo-Mexican 

relations in Texas for the remaind er ofthe twentieth  century.  Its impact on the Mexican- 

American border still affects United States foreign pol icy today. 

 

 
Exploration stir·s rebellion 

The Plan de San Diego was rooted in the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which 

exchanged 55% of Mexico's northern territory for peace to end the Mexican-American War. 

Over the next fifty years, Anglo-Americans settled in the N ueces Strip,* marrying landed 

Tejanos,  blending ethnic traditions, and dividing political offices and labor equally.  Tejanos 

ranched, fanned, and ran the cities while Anglos engaged in commerce and controlled the 

counties.3   From 1860-1904, Anglos commercialized  ranching, driving cattle from South Texas 

 
to markets in Kansas and Colorado.  Large ranchers like Richard King pioneered barbed wire, 

closing off watering sites that all ranchers had utilized as common prope1ty.  When the St. Louis, 

Brownsville and Mexico Railroad connected the area to outside markets i n 1904, large ranchers 

invested in irrigation or sold tracts of fertile land to Anglo farmers from the Midwest.  Taxes on 

i ncreased land values forced cash-poor Tejano ranchers to sell and enter the growi ng labor 
 

 
1  To differentiate belween citizens or Mex ico a nd Mexicans in Texas, I   use the tet·rn Tejano to refer to 

people of Mexican origin who lived in South Texas at the beginning of the twentieth centu ry. 
2 Cha rles H. Harris and Louis R. Sadler, The Plan De San  Diego:  Tejano Rebellion, Mexicanlnrrigue. 

{Lincoln:  University of Nebraska Press, 2013), 1 -6. 
3 G ilberta M. Hinojosa, Borderlands Town in Transirion:  Laredo, 1755-1870. (College Station: Texas 

A&M Universi ty Press, 1 983), 68-71.. *The Nueces Strip refers to territory between the Nueces and R io Gra nde 
Rivers  In Texas. 
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force.
4   

Althoug h new Anglo immigrants hired Tejanos/Mexicans for labor, they had no interest 

in leaming Mexican customs and language. (See Append ix A). Seasonal labor requirements 

further marginalized Tejanos who became migrant workers to survive.
5   

By November 1910, 

Tejano newspaper, La Cronica, equated Tejano status to that ofEw·ope's Wandering Jew.6 

Rebel, a Texas based Anglo paper, claimed that "Mexican immigration [would] ruin Texas."
7
 

 
Peacef11l co-existence rapidly changed to Anglo versus Mexican. 

 
In Mexico, President Victoriano Huerta had assassi nated f01mer leader, Francisco Madero, 

who had usurped power from American sympathizer Podirio Diaz.  When Madero campaigned 

for land reforms, the United States backed Huerta to protect American interests in Mexico. 

Backlash from rebels li ke Francisco "Pancho" Villa, leader of Division del Nolie, and Emiliano 

Zapata, commander of the Liberation Army of the South, stirred rebellion in Mexicans who 

wanted to reclaim Mexican land owned by Americans and territory Mexico had ceded to the 

United States in 1848.
8  

Inspired by Mexican revolutionaties, disenfranchised Tejanos/Mexicans 

 
in Texas began to contemplate rebellion in the Nueces Strip. 

 

 
 

Early rebellions foreshado·w the Plan 
 

Racial tension increased in the borderlands as Tejanos clashed with Anglo settlers, Texas 

Rangers and local law enforcement. The first rebellion began in 1859 when Tejano Juan Cortina 

murdered an Anglo city marshal for pistol-whipping Cortina's employee. Two months later, 

Cortina led armed rebels into Brownsville, executing four Anglo citizens complicit in Tejano 

4 Benjamin Heber Johnson, "Sediti on and Citizenship in South Texas, 1 900-1930."  Thesis (Ph. D.)- Yale 

U niversity, 2000, 25-31. 
5 David Montejano, Anglos and Me.xicans in the Making of Texas,  1836 - 1986.  (Austin: University of 

Texas Press, 1 987), 1 13-1 16. 
6 

La Cronica, November 1 2, 1910, p.l . Cited in Johnson,"Sed ilion," 69. 
7 Neil Foley, The White Scourge: Me:'Cicans, Blacks and Poor Whites in Texas Col/ on Culture.  (Berkeley: 

U niversi7 ofCa l i fornia Press, 1 997), 93. 

Arnoldo DeLeon, ed. War Along the Border: The Mexican Revolution and Tejano Communities. 

(College Station: Texas A&M Uni versity Press, 20 1 2), 8-29, 52. 
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murders.  Texas Rangers retaliated, punishing anyone suspected offollowi ng Cmtina.  This 

encounter inspired another 500-600 men to join "Cortina's War."9   Cortina's  band its razed 120 

miles of the Nueces Strip before federal forces defeated them.  To stop Cortina, who orchestrated 

subsequent  rajds from Mexico, Angl o elites bankrolled Porfirio Diaz, whose first act after seizing 

Mexico's presidency in 1876 was to jail Juan Cortina.10  In 1891, a second rebellion occuned to 

protest Diaz's dictatorshjp and tbe Anglo pol iticos who supp01ted him.  Catarina Garza crossed 

into Mexico, declaring revol t and soliciting Mexican recruits. Within months he commanded over 

1,000  men.  Supported  by Mexicans and Tejanos on both sides of the border, neither Texas 

Rangers nor federal forces could catch him, escalating ills popu larity  to that of Tejano folk hero. 

11  These rebellions provided a pattern for the Plan de Sar1 Diego that followed. 

 
Encountering  the Plan 

 
On January 23, 1915, authorities in McAllen, Texas, arrested Mexican national Basilio 

Ramos with an encrypted manifesto  called  the Plan de San Diego and a small cipher. The Plan 

revealed a scheme set for February 20 calling for genocide to Anglo males over age sixteen and a 

revolution to liberate territory lost by Mexico in 1 848. The Pl an solicited people of all races to 

join a social revol u tion with Augustin Garza leading the assault. 
12   

(See Appendix  B).  This plan 

 
was so bizarre that Hida lgo County Sheriff A. Y. Baker questioned Ramos' sanity, yet he notified 

Deputy U.S. Marshal T. B. Bishop.  Both regarded this manifesto and a subsequent, more radical 

version as jokes when deadlines passed without noticeable activi ty.  After charging 

9 
Benjamin Heber Johnson, Revolution in Texas:   How a Forgo/len Rebellion and Its Bloody Suppression 

Turned Mexicans Into Americans. (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003), 23-25. 
10 John M. Hart, Revolutionary  Mexico: The Coming  and Process of the Mexican Revolution (Berkeley: 

University of Cal ifornia Press, 1 987), 107. 
11 El liot Young, "Twiligh t on the Texas-Mex ico Border: Catarina Garza and Identity at the Cross-roads, 

1 880-1 91 5.'' Thesis (Ph. D.)--University of Texas at Austin, 1997, 33-40, 85-87. 
12 Harris and Sad ler, The Plcm, l -5; Don M. Coerver, "Plan of San Diego," Handbook ofTe.\'Os Online. 

http://www. tshaonl ine.org/ hand booklonline/articles/ngp04. (Accessed September 8, 201 5).  Uploaded on June 1 5, 
2010.  Published by the Texas State Historical Association. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/
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Ramos with ''conspiracy to levy war," authorities reduced his bail.  Ramos promptl y paid and 

then disappeared. 
13

 

In July, apat hy abruptly changed when fotty  armed bandi ts raided ranches in Cameron 

and Hidalgo counties, stealing horses, equipment, food and ammunition  and killing several 

Anglo ranchers. July- September, raiders expanded their targets to railroads, telegraphs, and 

itTigatioo systems.   Many  Anglo ranchers moved  to town. 
14 

(See  Appendix C). Texas Governor 
 

 
James  Ferguson appointed Hemy  Ransom,  Paul  West, and Bill Sterling as Texas Rangers with 

orders to ''clean up a bad djsease'' on the border by killing "every man connected with the 

trouble."
15  

Vigilante groups formed  to stop the raids by killing or hangin g suspected bandits. 
16

 

(See Appendix D).  Teja nos soon found themselves in an untenable situation.  Bandits would kill 

 
them for refusing assistance. Rangers would kill them for assisting. Aniceto  Pizana  was one 

such Tejano. 

The Plan gains international attention 

 
A follower of anarchists Rjcardo and Enrique Flores  Mag6n and the Mexican Liberal 

Party, Pizana had organized a group of like-minded Tejanos  but refused to risk his family by 

joining the rebellion. Actions on August 3, I915, changed  his stance. Suspecting Pizana of 

harboring  sedidosos (social bandits), deputies and federal  troops stormed Pizana's Tulitas 
 
 
 

13 Rolando Hinojosa Smith, "River of Blood.''  Texcts Monthly,January 1986. 
14 

James A. Sandos, Rebellion in the Borderlands. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1992), 86-87; 
Telegram from J. J.Sanders to Adjutant General, Jul y 17, 1 915. (AG Correspondence, Box 550-15). Texas State 
Library and Arch i ves Commission, Austin, TX.; Letter !Tom J . J. Sa nders to Hon. Henry Hutchings, Adjt. Gen., July 
22, 1 915. (AG Correspondence, Box. 550-1 5). Texas State Libra ry and Archives Commission, Austin, TX; 
Tel egram fi·om W. T. Vann to Adjutant General, September 2, 1915. (AG Correspondence, Box 551 -1 0). Texas 
State Library and Archives Comm ission, Austin, TX; Telegra m from Sheri ffW. T. Gard ner to Henry Hutchings, 
September 4, 191 5. (AG Conespondence, Box 551-1 2). State Library a nd Archives Commission, Austin, TX; 
Telegram fl·om Sheriff W. T. Gardner to Hutchings, September 5 , 1 915. (AG Correspondence, Box 551 -1 2). Texas 
State Librmy and Archives Commission, Aust i n, TX. . 

IS DeLeon, 67. 
16 Thomas A. Bruscino, Jr., "A Troubled Past: The Army and Secu rity on the Mexican Border, 191 5- 

1917.•· MiliiGJJ I   Review,July-August 2008, 35;Telegram from Sheriff W. T. Gard ner to Hutchings, September 5 , 

1915. (AG Correspondence, Box 55 1 -11 ). 
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Ranch, injuring his twelve-year-old son.  Ranch hands injw·ed several deputies, and one soldier 

died before Pizana escaped to Mexico, joining his closest friend, Luis de Ia Rosa, and Plan leader 

Augustin Garza. 
17 

(See Appendix E).  To retaliate, de Ia Rosa's bandits raided Las Norias, a 

 
division  of the King Ranch, motivating Ranger Ransom to initiate a "reign ofterror" against 

Mexicans and Tejanos in Texas. 
18 

As mass murders began, Texas Rangers became to Tejanos 

what the Ku Klux Klan represented to Blacks, except Rangers were legal. 19 (See Appendix F). 

These violent exchanges caused Pizana to intensify Plan objectives by initiating a recruiting 

campaign called "Basta  ya!" (enough is enough).  Adhering to the Plan's proposal to include 

"individuals of the black race," Pizafia solicited Blacks to join Tejanos in the sttuggle against 

Anglo oppression?
0   

(See Appendix G). One month after the attack on his ranch, Pizafia's men 

 
attacked soldiers and Anglo citizens near Brownsville, Harlingen, and Ojo de Agua.  By October, 

Pizafia's and de Ia Rosa 's forces controlled the southern half of the Nueces Strip.21
 

Mexican newspapers from Monteney to Vera Cruz published the Plan in its entirety and 

glorified the revolt, inspiring Mexicans to assist Tejanos across the border. (See Appendix H). 

So many newspapers printed sedicioso manifestos, that the Postal Service banned them in the 

United States.  From 1915-1916, killings a long the Texas border became so commonplace that 

newspapers like the San Antonio Express no longer considered them newswot1hy.
22

 

 
Encountering such terror motivated many Tejanos to return to Mexico, causing a severe labor 

shortage in the region.  Over 30,000 Anglos migrated north or returned to the Midwest, leaving 

 
 

17 
De Leon, 69-70; Harris and Saddler, The  Plan, 94. 

18 
Montejano,  I 1 9. 

19 
Border  Bandits. Dir. Kirby F. Warnock. Tra ns-Pecos Productions, 2004. 

20  
Harris and Saddler, The Plan, 2. 

21 
Sandos, 94-95. 

22  
Sandos, 95; Tom A. Fort, "MostHistory History Series, Pa1t 6: The Plan de San Diego I, Rebell ion on the 

Rio Grande."  The Monilor, September 7, 201 3. Museum of South Texas History.  http://www.themonitor. 
com/l ife/va lley_Ii fe/mosthistory-series-part-the-plan-de-san-diego-i-rebell ion/a rticle_c48ac4a8-1981 -l Ie3-b062- 

00 I a4bcf6878.htm l ?mode"'stoly. (Accessed J anuary 1 5, 20 16). 
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the area vi11ually deserted.
23   

King Ranch n1anager Robert Kleberg suggested  martial l aw and 

concentration camps along the 100 mile border.
24

 

Major General  Frederick Funston confronted Texas Rangers and vigilantes on one side 

and Tejanos  and Mexicans on the other.   On August 30, his telegram to President  Woodrow 

Wilson requested reinforcements since an up1ising on the border would be impossible to defend 

with limited troops. By September, 85% of all U. S. troops patrolled  the Texas-Mexico border. 
25

 
 

 
(See Appendix I).  Funston also asked Texas Governor  James  Ferguson for restrictions on Texas 

Rangers  to prevent  additional killings?
6 

(See Appendix J).  To curtail Mexican  involvement  in the 

rebellion, President  Wilson  initiated  diplomatic exchanges with Venustiano Carranza. To 

secure Cananza's cooperation, President Wilson endorsed  Cananza as legitimate heir to 

Mexico's presidency. Without  Mexican  support, neither Pizana  nor de Ia Rosa could continue 

their revolt in Texas and sought refuge in central Mexico, ending any possibility that rebels could 

reclaim Mexico's lost territory.  However, U.S. endorsement of Carranza  caused  backlash from 

anti-Carranza factions in Mexico, exacerbating already  tense relations  between  the two 

countn
.
es.

'
-
7

 

 
100 years- Encountering the Plan's effects 

 
The Plan de San Diego not only fai led to liberate lost tetTitory, but also dissolved former 

 

 
Anglo-Mexican ties, bringing genocide and disenfranchisement to the very people it was 

 
designed  to benefit.   The U. S. Government closed  the Mexican-American border and dismantled 

 
 

23 
Charles C. Cumberl and, "Border Raids in the Lower Rio Grande Valley - 1 915.'' The Southwestern 

Historical Qum·terly, Vol. 57, July 1953 - April 1954,285. 
' Johnson, "Sedition," 166; Telegram  from Caprain I-1. L. Ransom to Adjutant Henry Hutchings, 

September 19, I 9 I 5. (AG Correspondence, Box 551-1 7). Texas State Library and Archives Co mmission, Austin, 
'rX. 

25 Bruscino, 32-38; Border Bandits; HatTis a nd Sadd l er, The Te.;ws Rangers and the Mexican Revolution. 
(Albuquerque:  University ofNew Mexico Press, 2004), 247. 

26  
Letter to Governor James Ferguson, November 1 6, I 915. (AG Correspondence, Box 552- I 3). Texas 

State Library and Archives Commission, Austin, TX. 
27 Trinidad Gonza les.  Interview by author. March 1 4, 2016. 
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the 40-60 ferries operating in Brownsville and Roma, which had transpot1ed  people and goods 

across the Rio Grande River for 160 years. Federal forces became the U. S. Border Patrol in 

1924?8  The Plan triggered revolti ng atrocities on both sides of the border that exchanged fifty 

 
years of social equality for an Anglo mindset that Tejanos and Mexican immigrants were a 

danger to state and national secUiity. That mindset paved the way for "Juan Crow" segregation, 

furthering Tejano di senfi·anchjsement.29  Exchanges in economic and poli tical power placed 

Anglos in control of most businesses and politics at both the local and county levels.  The 

majority ofTejanos and Mexicans supplied the labor force for the burgeoning citrus industry. 

Though State Representative Jose Canales launched a Texas Ranger investigation in 1919, no 

significant changes occurred, and Ranger presence continued to intimidate laborers.  Poll tax 

requ irements prevented the majority ofTejanos from voting?
0  

Schools throughout South Texas 

 
segregated Anglos from Blacks and children of Mexican decent.  Until 1954, Texas counties 

su ppressed Hispanic* selection for juries.3 1   Organizations like the League of U n ited Latin 

Ameri can Citizens, the G. I. Forum, and the Mexican-American Legal Defense and Educational 
 

Fund formed to protect and pursue Hispanic rights.32
 

 
Though the Plan de San Diego died a violent death in 1916, its impact still resonates 

every time Mexican immigration resurfaces in the news. In June 2006, U.S. forces returned to 

the border to stop illega l immigration once again.  Texas, along with other border states, is 

petitioning Washington's leaders to send Border Patrol agents and National Guardsmen to 

control modem-day dr ug and human trafficking bandits who breach the Mexican-American 

 
28  Montejano, 1 25-1 26. 
29 DeLeon, 48; John Moran Gonzalez, interview by aurhor.  March 14, 201 6. 
30 Harris a nd Saddler, The Te:.;as Rangers. 146; Evan Anders, Boss Rule in Sowh  Texas.  (Austin: 

Un iversilf: of Texas Press, 1987), 78-88. 
1 Montejano, 220-254. *I change from Tejano to Hispa n ic when I shi ft to CUITent events, using the 

modern-day term for anyone of Hispanic descent. 
32 Johnson, Revolution in Texas, 1 91-1 94. 
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border.  This new class of bandit reinforces old stereotypes generated  by the Plan that all 

Mexicans are an alien threat.  That mindset still prevails in sou thern border-states and is eaming 

national attention in hotly contested  pol itical debates, though two initial candidates have 

Hispanic roots.    Consequently, the Plan's effects continue to influence  U. S. foreign  pol icy and 

may hamper  the exchange of goods the United Stales  now enjoys  with Mexico  if American 

leaders continue  to explore the building of a fence on the Mexican-American border. 
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Appendix A33 
: Advertisements like this enticed Anglo Farmers from Kansas and Nebraska to 

South Texas.  Some ads promoted Mexican labor which provided a mindset for Anglos moving 

to Texas that Mexicans and Tejanos were laborers and not equal in status to their Anglo 

counterparts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DO  YOU  OWN  THE 

EARTH? 
IF NOT. WHY NOD 

 

 

I•T·s EASY 
TO. BUY A FARM FROM US IN 

==========THE============ 

Famous Valley of the Nueces 
 

 
 
 
 

rrSUPTOYOD 
 
 

jOIN  IN   n£ PRoc:£SSION  BOUND 

FOR 11-1£  LAND  OF  SUNSHINE. 

Fl..OWERS AND HONEY. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33 Montejano, 1 37. 
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Appendix B
34 

: This letter (below) from Augustin Garza (right) authorized  Basilio Ramos to 

recruit Tejanos and Mexicans i n Texas to join the rebellion pro posed by the Plan de San Diego. 

While authorities decided what to do with Basilio Ramos, County Sheriff A. Y. Baker attempted 

to locate and arrest Augustin Garza. The cipher disk (right) found on Basilio Ramos decoded the 

Plan de San Diego. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TRA1!13JJ.'I'IOJ!. 

 
 

 

U. B e111o  aeo1, 
 

Dr novi l l o , Tee. 

:etoed  rrlnd 1 onion: - 

I = i n  rooo1p   or  ycur  !cn:l lotteT  o'   •h" 1 tb.inot.,  •.r.d -lltoh, 
t tb plealuro,I  nn er. 

 

\th "Pat n  'Jnd -lth i'lon.eur o,  I  roM your let toT,or  1t waa     VIJJ'Y 

r.:uob ':n  b')  rocretted that !n:\1Y1dut\lo  -ho,LIXE:  G!lliER.lL  N.U'AnRAT'£  ba.tM  1n 
th, 1nexhii.Uat1blo  fot1ntain1 o-rl adom,lhould  not  aooopt 1¥1th  !crvor,abne­ 
g&t ion  nrA   ro1pco t an  1c1oa  10 a ubl1=o,anc1 w hiob  11  not  ono or he and­ 
oa t of   .h.o r1oa,it  1o  no    lau tbe CHA LLi:NGE  Uln'O Dtl!TR OF  ur, 'l"fiE f O?LES 
OF DECP.UTA'I'ED  T,A1'Ill- ,llrr.tUO.l  'tO  'I'm: vrnt'l't-?AOED  BOOB  OF 'I'EID!SYLVA!f U, 

 

Thorot or o , doar  Baailio ,I thnk   tbnt Gonernl  Hatarrata  1a  one 
of  t hou  :1ax1oan11  o; tt:re  1:11 •4 dtaoendod     roc the  C.uhtOJlPO  11n1 Jurna1 
end 1t  culd  r leiUo  c:o th'\t 1ncl lv1:!\IG.lll o C    tM a  olau   ( Bi:o} 1h:u1.1 co-op­ 
er Ate  in  M  lnd t:rcot :-.a.,n •r "'1tl':   thooo  of   ua "fho  arc ?le:\r;3c1  tc l:o  tul­ 

!illent or our ord. 
 

PLEAS !:   :ri'Tt:':SS  TO G7l!>:FAL   1A7Ai!RA T;: '"{  SHlC:   .AD!IlrtATIO:I  
A''D 

RES F.CT, ror ,ln nito o'   he tact th t I nr  not   AOquA1nt d -l th ht,I be­ 
lieve  he will accept your idea. 

norarr tn-:  to  you r Te ,uca +.   that I aend  yu  f ltndii ,I bee lcavo  to 
rttorm ycu  t t t ho  mony h toh  I oarr ied   ( and nrloh ·rao  !rom Ohibu&hu) . 
I had to 1vto  a b:othor  of  General 9nt toa.o t•  WkQ or no  uao  to o; 
,.nd   in or r\<!r  to reaoh  thla aide o•  the r ivu  I had   tel  l'!ll"tn  ll'li' "le.tob  tor 
nriO )•    to  - .v Cor  rr:y   roo•n1 11':1111,  t n  tho trlo:'lt l!'' lca.vln-----------­ 
(:111.11hcd)ino tt.lleel  Md t ryl n r: to tt"ld 0\1t  O<"tld  bolt  ••ur oue   our t'ArC b. 
i'or  tl:eae r tH' Lir>n t , I OIUI  not aend  yr.u :.o.nyth1n;:;;  but 1' t  oucceod l n obh.in­ 
i n-: a.ny   11:0ney , I ahnll not  "'"it;  v ru  w h&ll   bii.V'J  "'hiLt  I ltlLY  ba  o.':lls  to  osnd 
you  t .ore. 

 

Sl nor:y   ur1vll , l hnvo  b'nn !lt. ..,.crl:  nnd  t e.sn:e.!U'a thct c vlley 
no lloOO'l)lto   tho  ido1n   th h.lo:l:eot  do(rt's' ; -:nd  thuntore,  I t hi n'- ,th&t 

oh   4Y  be  d n•in  oor t  tis. 

Be foTs  O\IOha  cloud   on   the  horlon , pre '!\t ':l' i th ho ot1L:OI  ot 
thc dA!Imd  b1.--ootsd  C'I'IIC.turo;s  11.""\ inn t ou r  rt11l!l, to ha  <t•• iet h " oric:e 
g.-a.i nllt  cno•a  count ry;  beOI!ue o  1t  to •bn  hon·o-aiok  hC\Ir   o! the 'lf Ok  Md 
't  ou -bt tc be  nnnounced  t o  thn=. ThTctor, I t ah  you  hapineo•  n  the 
or ld,  ro-eley  roAd. -!:lob '"!II   1:-c.ll  trnvorae , 

 

 
 
 
 
 

34 Letter fi·om Ga rza (Laredo) to Ramos ( Bro wnsvil le).  Janua ry 15, 191 5. Item 2009.006.001 a. Agustin S. 
Garza Collect i on.  Margaret H. McAllen Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas Histoty, Edinburg, TX; Photo 
Postcard, sepia-tone, Garza on Left, Unidentified Man on Right. ltem 2009.006.018a.  Agustin S. Garza Collection. 
Marga ret H. McA llen Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas History, Edinburg, TX; Cipher Wheel. Ite m 
2009.006.015f.  Agustin S. G a rza Collection. Margaret H. McAl len Memoria l  Archives, Muse um of Sou th Texas 
History, Edinburg, TX. 
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Append ix C35 
: J. J. Sanders, Captain of the Texas Ranger Company A Force, notified Texas 

Adjutant General Henry Hutchings about bandits killing an Anglo boy, stating that Texas 

Rangers are in pursuit.  His letter on July 22, 1915 explains that conditions have gotten so bad 

that Anglos are leaving their ranches to find safety in town. 
 
 

WESTE8UNION 
 

NIGHT\YfTTER 
THCO. N   VAIL.. II'AUI OUNT 

 

RECEIVED  \ T I IH·If l<o  \\ c•t Si•.th Street , .\ usto n, Tc"" 
 

 
B  42  :>A SW  23  NL 5  EX 

 
DELR I O  TEX AS  JUL  17TH  15 

 
ADJT   GENL AUSTIN  TEXAS 

 

JUST  RECD L'fSSA G£  F!l0L1 SERGT GRillES THAT  BAIIDITS  HD JUST 
 

K ILLED    > MER IC AII  BOY   NE AR   RAY).IONDV It.LE 

 
 

W  T   GRIM8S. ••••a••• 

 

 
STATE OF TEXAS 

Del Rio,Texaa,July 22,1915, 
 

Hon,Henry Hutchinga,Adjt,Gen, 

Auetin,Texae, 
 

Dear Sir:- 
 

I haTe juct had 8 letter !orm Ser&t,Grimea atat1on84 at Ban 

Penito, He B8YB that he 18 out with Sheritt A,Y,Eeker ot B1411so 

County,8nd t'-t the bandita are atill in the countr,r, He a1eo 

aaye that oond1tiona are 8o bed that UJV ranchMn are 110""1118 

their familia•into town. 

On account ot auch condition I ha..,e not at.tione& a ..n at 
 

San Anselo yet,but will do eo aa eoon aa artaia ln the ...all.r 

will peZ'IIlit. 

I will go  to San Eenito to-  o•. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
35 Sanders Telegram, July 1 7, 1 915; Sa nders Letter, July 22, 191 5. 
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Appendix D36
:  Vigilante groups retaliated against bandits by executing anyone suspected of 

being a bandit sympathizer. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

36 Bodies of Mexicans with Observers. Item 1 999.74.1 Oss.  Ba ndi try Photographs Collection.  Ma rga ret H. 

McAllen Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas Hisrory, Edinburg, TX. 
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Appendix E:37  Luis de la Rosa had already become a leader in the Plan De San Diego rebellion 

when Aniceto Pizana joined him in Mexico.  Together they caused chaos in South Texas that led 

to federal intervention. 
 
 
 
 
 

• 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
\. \'\.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

37 
Boardman, Mark. "No Quatter: The Texas Rangers vs. Mex ican Insurgents, 191 5-1 919." True West 

HisiOIJ' of the Frontier. Jan uary I , 2006.  http://www.truewestmagazine.com/no-quarter. (Accessed Decem ber 28, 
201 5). 

http://www.truewestmagazine.com/no-quarter
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Appendix F:38   Ranger attacks on Mexicans and Tejanos in South Texas caused a massive 

migration from South Texas to Mexico. Estimates range from 500 to 5000 Mexican and Tejano 
deaths during this time.  Images like these below were printed as postcards and used for 

propaganda to solicit Plan de San Diego recruits i n Mexico. 
 

 
 
 
 

38 Texas Rangers on Horseback with V ictims of Norias Ra id.  Item I 998.63.3.lll, Band it1y Raids. 
LNorias4. Band itly Photograp hs Collection.  Margaret H. McA l len Memorial Archi ves, M useum of South Texas 
History, Ed inb u rg, TX; Pile of Bodies. Item 1 996.74.1 OTt. Bandi try Photograp hs Collection.  Margaret 1-l . 

McAllen Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas Histoty, Edinburg, TX. 
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Appendix G:39  The vigilante attack on Pizafia's home created one of the Plan de San Diego's 

most formidable leaders.  True to the original manifesto, Pizana invited Blacks to join the 

struggle against Anglo oppression (below left).  He also stirred anti-Anglo sentiment in Mexico 

and South Texas by distributing recruitment flyers that called for direct action (below right). 
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39  Manifesto Draft for Negro Recruits. Undated. Item 2009.006.01 3b.  Agustin S. Garza Collection. 

Marga ret H. McAllen Memorial Archives, Museum of South Texas History, Edinburg, TX; Fort. 
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Appendix H:
40 

Newspaper articles li ke the one below one glorified the Plan de San Diego raids, 

which inspired more Mexicans and Tejanos to join the cause.  So many Mexicans joined the Plan 

De San Diego sediciosos that U. S. officials began to fear these raids would evolve into another 

Mexican-American war.  In State of Texas v. Jose Antonio Arce (1918), the Texas Court of 

Criminal Appeals retroactively declared 1916 South Texas in a "state of war." 
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40 "Fighting in South Texas." La Cronica, Issue 6, December 191 5. Our History as News. 
http://www.ourhistory asnews.org/index.php/lc-19 J 5-plan-de-san-diego (Accessed December 1 2, 2015); Rich A. 
Bu rdett, Henry P. Farnham, and George H. Parmele, eds., The La111yers Reports Annotated, 1918£. (Rochester: The 
Lawyers Co-O perative Publish ing Compa ny, 1 919), 359. 
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Appendix 141
:  October 18, 1915, De IaRosa and his raiders derailed and robbed a passenger train 

north ofBrownsville that belonged to the St. Louis, Brownsville, and Mexico Railroad, killing 

three and wounding three more (top).  This raid caused the Texas Rangers to initiate a massive 

ethnic cleansing program in the area. On June 18, 1916, President Woodrow Wilson issued orders 

for 110,000 National Guardsmen to patrol the U. S.-Mexico border in order to stop the violence 

caused by sediciosos, Texas Rangers, and Anglo vigilantes (bottom). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
41 

Bandit Attack on Rai lroad in Brownsville, 1 9 1 6.  1970.013. Marga ret H . McAllen Memorial Archives, 

Museum of South Texas History, Edinburg, TX.; Federal Troops in Ed inburg, 1916.  Ma rgaret H . McA llen 
Memoria l  Archives, M useum of South Texas History, Edinburg, TX; II 0,000 National G uardsmen patrol the U. S.­ 

Mexico Border.  Robe1t Runyon Collection, Universit y ofTexas at Austin.  On display at B ullock Museum, Austin 

Texas. 
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Appendix J42
:  This letter to Governor Ferguson asks for his approval on the changes Major 

General Funston  requested to deal with the Texas Rangers.  Funston wanted to prevent Rangers 

from executing Mexicans and Tejanos because such atrocities escalate rebel activities in the area. 

The stipulations on the Rangers (below) also suggest that Funston wants to hold Rangers 

accountable for their actions and to prevent further operations that act outside of the law. 
 
 
 
 

 
16  :fovombor • 1916. 

 
 

B:i.G I-:Xoollenoy, 
 

 
 

Governor. 
 

SU13J.EC  

 

Sir: . 
I ha.vo the  honor to  oolmou1ed(Je  roooi;>t   of  letter o:f lOjih 

1 tnnt 8000111nan1od  by  lott()r  of ' !.lf,1er-eonel'al.  :s'unoton  to 
yr ·.:;ollenoy  o:f  deto rovornbo-r f),  1915'  whioh  lnttor letter 
io r ot-:.trnod  horo,.,ith. 

Unloo diensprovo<1  by Your  l:xoellenoy, in ordor to remeq
 

 

th'nvilo  to w111ch  ! c.jr  oentnra 1?un:i :  t i !1 
=r

 

inntrnotione  v;ill  ho  61Von o 
l.'orco: 

0ommo.n -o 

(n) 
0 

)rovent the exeoution of all Yexionne excepbJ 
duo prooosa of law. 

(b)   1'o notifJ oount1and oit 1oi't1f•:J: 1!t ;. at 

their 11. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

42 Letter to Governor J ames Ferguson, November 1 6, 1 91 5. (AG Correspondence, Box 552-13). Texas 
State Libraty a nd Archives Comm ission, Austin, TX. 
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This telegram reports that bandits in Cameron County burned a railroad bridge.  One 

bandit and two citizens were killed, and authorities captured 100 pounds of dynamite. 

Sheriff Vann requested cavalry which is now camped just north of Brownsville but he 

expects more the next day. This telegram shows how law officials and townspeople 

reacted to bandit raids.  J used this information to show that raids were occurring in South 

Texas during July and September of 1915. 
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This is a photo of National Guard troops on the streets of a South Texas town.  T  used this 

photo in my appendix to show the mass amount of troops sent to the Nueces Strip 

because of the Plan de San Diego raids. 
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Mexicans along the border helped shape the attitudes that developed during and after the 

border wars. 
 

Foley, Neil.  Interview by author.  September 19, 2015. 

 
Dr. Neil Foley is a professor of history at Southern Methodist Unjversity in Dallas and 

specializes in South Texas Mexican history, the borderlands and Mexican immigration. 
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Diego revolt. 

 
DeLeon, Arnoldo, ed   War Along the Border: The Mexican Revolution and Tejano 

Communities.  College Station:  Texas A&M University Press, 2012. 



25  
 
 

 
This book contains articles written by scholars on Mexican  American history  in South 
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attention ofU. S. President Woodrow Wilson.  1 used information from this book to explai 

n what occurred  when Mexicans and Tejanos in South Texas encountered the Texas 

Rangers  as a result of the Plan. 

 
Hart, John M.  Revolution01y Mexico:  The Coming and Process ofthe Mexican Revolution. 

Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987. 

 
John Hart used sources from Mexican  archives to write a newer version  of the Mexican 

Revolution. This book helped  me understand  why Mexicans were dissatisfied with 

dictator Porfirio  Diaz.  His arrangement with the United States gave American businesses 

priority  over Mexican  interests.  This caused  anti-American sentiment among Mexjcans 

who wanted land returned to Mexican citizens.  I used this information to give a brief 
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sununary of the Mexican Revolution since it inspired revolution in Texas, and many 

Mexicans supported or joined Plan de San Diego bandits. 

 
Hinojosa, Gilberta M.  Borderlands Town in Transition:   Laredo, 1755-1870. College Station: 

Texas A&M Uruversity Press, 1983. 

 
This book mainly covers the city of Laredo, Texas, but it does compare Laredo to other 

communities which helped me understand the relationship between Anglos and Mexicans 

prior to the Mexican Revolution.  I used information from this book to explain Anglo­ 

Mexican relations before the Mexican Revolution and The Plan de San Diego. 

 
Johnson, Benjamin Heber.  Revolution in Texas: How a Forgotten Rebellion and Its Bloody 

Suppression Turned Mexicans into Americans.  New Haven:  Yale University Press, 

2003. 

 
This book covers the violence in the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas during 1914 and 

1915.  He explained that violence that occurred upset the racial, social, political, and 

economic relationship between Anglos and Mexicans that had established a peaceful 

atmosphere up until the 1900s.   it helped me understand that encountering the railroad 

and irrigation significantly changed the area and created a powder keg that sediciosos 

used to attack Anglos.  The response was the creation of a special unit of Texas Rangers 

who killed all Mexicans they "suspected" of being bandits.  I used information from this 

book to show the encounters between bandits and Anglos and the response from the 

Rangers. 

 
Montejano, David. Anglos and Mexicans in the Making ofTexas, 1836- 1986.  Austin: 

University ofTexas Press, 1987. 

 
This book covers the relationship between Anglos and Mexicans from the time Texas 

became a state.  I used information from the early periods to understand the peaceful 

interaction between the groups and then the chaos that occurred during the Mexican 

Revolution that changed that relationship.  The part that covered commercial fanning 

helped me understand how the encounters between new Anglos and Mexican changed, 

creating a Mexican labor force. I also learned that after the border wars, Mexicans in 

Texas faced discrimination, and used some of those issues in my conclusion to show the 

impact that The Plan had on Tejanos. 

 
Sandos, James A.  Rebellion in the Borderlands.  Norman:  University of Oklahoma Press, 1992. 

 
This book covers the social and political unrest on the border between the United States 

and Mexico at the beginning of the twentieth century.  It helped me understand what 

caused the Mexican Revolution and why that affected South Texas. 1 also learned about 

the Flores Magon brothers who were anarchists and published articles that incited 

revolution and helped recruit Mexicans and Tejanos to join that revolution.  I used 

information from this book to discuss some of the raids that occurred in South Texas 

because of The Plan de San Diego. 
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Articles 

 
Boardman, Mark.  "No Quarter: The Texas Rangers vs. Mexican Insurgents, 1915-1919.'. True 

West Hist01y of the Fro11lier. January 1, 2006.  http://www.truewestmagazine.com/no­ 

quarter/. (Accessed December 28, 2015). 

 
This is an article about The Plan de San Diego and the bandit raids carried out by leaders 

Augustin de la Garza and Luis de la Rosa.  I used a photo from this article in my 

appendix to show Luis de Ia Garza. 
 

Bruscino, Thomas A., Jr., Ph.D.  "A Troubled Past:  The Army and Security on the Mexican 

Border, 1915-1917." MilitDiy Review, July-August 2008, 35. 

 
Thomas Bruscino, Jr. is an assistant professor of military history at the U.S. Army 

Command and General Staff College School of Advanced Military Studies.  This article 

gives an overview of The Plan de San Diego, but it also explains the U.S. Army's 

involvement in South Texas at the time. I used information from this article to discuss 

General Frederick Funston's role in South Texas during the time and to explain that the 

chaos in Texas led to 85% ofU. S. federal troops being stationed along the border in 

1916. 

 
Coerver, Don M. "Plan of San Diego. " Handbook of Texas Online. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ngp04. (Accessed September 8, 
2015).  Uploaded on June 15,2010. Published by the Texas State Historical Association. 

 
This article gives an overview of the three versions of The Plan de San Diego.  It helped 

me understand how the plan progressed. I used information from this article to discuss 

the race war that developed between Anglos and Mexicans because of the raids that this 

plan inspired. 

 
Cumberland, Charles C. "Border Raids in the Lower Rio Grande Valley - 1915."   Vol. 57. The 

Southwestern Historical Quarterly. July 1953 - April 1954. 

 
This article covers part of the General Pershing expedition into Mexico, but it also had a 

section on the raids carried out because of The Plan de San Diego.  I used information 

from that section to discuss the impact that the raids had on South Texas.  Four of the 

counties involved in the raids lost thousands of residents because of the killings and 

destruction of property. 

 
Fort, Tom A. "MostHistory History Series, Part 6: The Plan de San Diego I, Rebellion on the Rio 

Grande." The Monitor.  The Monitor, September 7, 2013.  Museum of South Texas 
Hist01y. http://www.themonitor. com/life/valley_life/mosthistory-series-part-the-plan­ 

de-san-diego-i-rebellionlarticle_c48ac4a8-1981-11e3-b062001a4bcf6878.html? 

rnode=story. (Accessed January 15, 2016). 

http://www.truewestmagazine.com/no
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ngp04
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This is an article that covers the events surrounding the arrest of Basilio Ramos and 

discovery of The Plan de San Diego. I used one of the photos in this article in my 

appendix to show a handbill printed by rebels to recruit followers for the plan. 

 
Smith, Roland Hinojosa. "River of Blood: Texas Rangers Terrorize the Border." Texas 

Monthly.  January 1986. http://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/river-of-blood. 

(Accessed September 15, 2015). 

 
This is an article that covers the discovery of The Plan de San Diego and explains how 

Texas Rangers and vigilantes implemented terror tactics by in killing Mexicans and 

Tejanos during 1915 and 1916.  I used information from this article to discuss the 

response from Anglos after they encountered the raids that were a result of The Plan. 

 
Overfelt, Robert C. "Mexican Revolution."  Handbook of Texas Online. 

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/pqmhe. Accessed September 3, 2015. 

Uploaded on March 8, 2015.  Published by the Texas State Historical Association. 

 
This article explained how the Mexican Revolution created revolutionaries like the Flores 

Magan brothers who came to Texas to publish their anarchist newspapers and pamphlets. 

I used this information to explain how rebels from Mexico influenced South Texas during 

The Plan of San Diego. 

DVD 

Border Bandits. Dir. Kirby F. Warnock. Trans-Pecos Productions, 2004. 

 
This video contruns interviews with descendants of Jesus Bazan and Antonio Longoria, 

just two of the many Mexicans and Tejanos who were killed by Texas Rangers during the 

wars along the border.   Professors and historians also explained the interaction between 

Anglos, Mexicans and Tejanos during that time period.  I used information from this 

DVD to explain how the demographics of South Texas changed during the early 1900s 

and how that and the Mexican Revolution shaped the relations between Anglos and 

Mexicans. 

http://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/river-of-blood
http://www.texasmonthly.com/articles/river-of-blood

