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MINUTES
TEXAS HISTORICAL RECORDS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

 August 11, 2009

The Texas Historical Records Advisory Board meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. on August 11, 2009, at the Lorenzo de Zavala Archives and Library Building, 1201 Brazos, Austin, Texas.

Members Present:
Mr. Pat McDaniel



Ms. Shelly Kelly




Ms. Suzanne Campbell




Ms. Marje Harris




Mr. Chris LaPlante




Mr. John Slate




Ms. Jennifer B. Pickens

Members Absent:
Mr. Houston McGaugh
Guests Present:
Ms. Martha Doty Freeman




Ms. Danielle Plummer

Introduction of new member Bratten Thomason, Director of the History Programs Division at the Texas Historical Commission
A gift was made to Chris LaPlante as the outgoing coordinator.
1.   Approve minutes of the May 1, 2009, board meeting -

Board Coordinator Chris LaPlante presented the minutes of the previous meeting for approval.  A note was added about the “Train to Share” grant. Minutes were accepted as amended. 
2.  Public Comment -
There was no public comment.

3.  General Announcements -
LaPlante discussed the renovation of the de Zavala building. General announcements were made about restrooms, drinks, and coffee.
4.  Discuss and approve plans to promote and support Archives Month –
LaPlante distributed the posters for Archives Month. (Several members expressed appreciation of the design of the posters.) A print run of 1000 flat and 1000 rolled was ordered. The rolled ones were delivered and the folded ones would be arriving soon. Distribution of the posters was discussed. Some will be taken to the Society of American Archivists (SAA) meeting and others shared with Council of State Archivists colleagues. The final mailing list remains to be finalized, although posters would most likely be sent to public libraries and not to local governments due to the limited number.

The website still needed to be finalized. Plummer set up a URL for an Archives Month website, but it was not yet active. A discussion of possible content followed. Kelly and Slate were asked to work with Plummer on the website. Members suggested looking over Archives Month websites and possibly including planning resources on how to do an Archives Month, sample press releases, and a calendar of Archives Months events of other organizations. A PDF of the poster would also be placed on the website. 
5.  Discuss drafts of grant proposals to be submitted to the National Historical Publications and Records Commission –


Members discussed drafts of NHPRC proposals. LaPlante mentioned two forthcoming draft proposals. The Museum of Fine Arts-Houston electronic records proposal review is due back to LaPlante by August 24th.  The City of San Antonio’s grant proposal draft (final due on October 6) was also discussed. 
6.  Report by Texas State Library and Archives Commission staff member on status of grant-funded project to conduct a preservation survey of cultural repositories in Texas –

Presented by Plummer and Campbell. A written report by Plummer with a status update had been sent to members. Plummer sent survey emails to institutions for information and wanted a response by September 15th, but has had a very low return rate to date.  Plummer was considering rather or not to apply for an IMLS grant. She recommended not applying this year, but said the final decision was not hers.
7.  Report of the Board Coordinator.  Includes information updates on: status of “Preserving the American Historical Record” (PAHR) bill; status of funding for Texas State Library and Archives Commission; and, status of renovation of the State Archives and Library Building. 

LaPlante talked about PAHR legislation. The bill is in and has been referred to committees. There are 40 cosponsors with three from Texas. LaPlante said it is still not too late to get other sponsors. They are still looking for senate sponsor. There was also discussion of the candidate for Archivist of the United States. 
LaPlante talked about state legislative funding received by TSLAC for the de Zavala building. There was no money for a new building but they did receive $1.9 million for new furniture for the building. TSLAC did not get the new staff positions requested, but did receive money for a staff position to administer economic stimulus money given to public libraries.
LaPlante also talked about the renovation of de Zavala building and the move of archival records back into the building (probably beginning in January). The renovation was at that time a little behind schedule.
Harris talked about the retirement of a prominent Dallas genealogist (Lloyd Bockstruck). Slate says the genealogy collection of Dallas Public Library will be downsized as Dallas Public is going through budget cuts, although some funding has since been restored.
8. Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:02 pm. Exact date of the next meeting was not determined, but would most likely be in November.   

