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“Reading is reading, regardless 
of how you do it. Some read 

with their eyes, some read with 
their hands, some read with 

their ears. Which ever way, it’s 
reading all the same.”

– Tori T. Tortoise 



The Talking Book Program (TBP)



My Other Library is TBP!



TBP Eligibility

• Blindness
• Visual disability
• Physical disability
• Reading disability 

(i.e., dyslexia)



Digital Talking Book 
Machine  (DTBM) and 

Refreshable Braille Display

•Books play on cartridges 
with no moving parts

•Touch buttons control the 
functions of the machine



BARD:
Braille and Audio Reading Download

No Wait
No Limit

No Due Date
No Overdue Notices

Just browse, 
download & go.



BARD – Mobile App

Free portable library!

•Available on iOS and 
Android platforms
•Free 
•Must be a TBP patron 
and registered for 
BARD





TBP Reading Materials
• Fiction
• Non-fiction
• Westerns
• Romance
• Religious
• Classics
• Best Sellers
• Music Books and 

Scores



How to Sign Up
• Fill out an 
application

• Get it signed by a 
certifying authority

• Available in English 
and Spanish



Reader Services
tbp.services@tsl.texas.gov

1-800-252-9605
• Set-up accounts
• BARD and machine 

assistance
• Help selecting books 



Youth Services
•Youth Services Newsletter
•Monthly reading lists
•Upcoming events
•Helpful BARD information
•Summer Reading Program

tsl.texas.gov/tbp/youthservices



• Circulation and Machine Lending
• Collections and Automation
• Volunteer Recording Studio

• Digital Literacy Training and Outreach

TBP Departments



Disability Information & 
Referral Center (DIRC)

•Free reference service to those who 
need info about disability services

•Available to the general public:
You don’t have to be registered with 
TBP to contact the DIRC



“The disability community is the 
only minority group that anyone 

can join at any time.” 
– The ARC



Other Resources
• National Federation of the Blind 

Newsline: www.nfbnewslineonline.org

• Learning Ally: https://learningally.org

• Bookshare: www.bookshare.org

• American Printing House for the 
Blind (APH): www.aph.org

• National Braille Press: www.nbp.org

http://www.nfbnewslineonline.org/
https://learningally.org/
http://www.bookshare.org/cms
http://www.aph.org/
http://www.nbp.org/


Contact Us

Jaclyn Owusu
Public Awareness 

Coordinator
jowusu@tsl.texas.gov

512-463-5452

Phone: 1-800-252-9605 (toll-free in 
Texas) or
512-463-5458 (Austin area)
Email: tbp.services@tsl.texas.gov
Mail: Talking Book Program 

PO Box 12927
Austin TX 78711-2927

Fax: 512-936-0685

mailto:jowusu@tsl.texas.gov
mailto:tbp.services@tsl.texas.gov
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