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What Are Westerns?



General Appeal Factors
• Setting/frame: Vividly described 

landscapes and sense of 
timelessness

• Character: Loner with a simple 
story arc

• Plots can be simple or complex

• Nostalgic tone for romance of 
eras past

• Pacing: Action packed, 
sometimes slow due to 
landscape descriptions

• Dialog: Sparse, but colorful and 
full of jargon. 

• Some lyrical descriptions of 
landscape



How Westerns Resemble 
Other Genres

•Historical Fiction vs. Westerns

•Adrenaline Genres and Westerns

•Location Genres and Westerns



Westerns vs. 
Historical Fiction Set in the West

● Westerns
● General story arc
● Strong sense of place
● Satisfying ending
● Patron may ask for specific 

author or give you a general 
story arc

● HIF set in the West
● Lengthy descriptions of setting
● More complex relationships and 

emotions among characters
● Patron may ask for fictional books 

about explorers or pioneers
● Historical details and accuracy are 

key 
● More literary: Different POV, 

literary styles, more lyrical style, 
and issue based



Location Genres

Location Genres
Vivid descriptions of place

Imprecise time-period and place

Other location genres
Fantasy

Science Fiction
Historical Fiction



Adrenaline Genres
Adrenaline Genres

ACTION-Packed
Fast-Paced
Simple Plot

Good Guys Win

Other Adrenaline Genres
Adventure
Suspense
Thrillers



Traditional Top Themes
• Lawmen
• Outlaws
• Revenge

• Survival in a harsh environment

• Land as character

• Redemptive power of the west



Classics



New Trends
•More Points of View

•Women with Agency

•LGBTQIA+ 

Representation

•Genre Blends



Western Historical Novels



Contemporary Western Novel



Contemporary Western Mysteries



Weird Westerns



Non-Fiction



TV and Films based on 
Western Novels



Reference Interview Questions for 
Western Fans

• What level of action are they looking for?
• What level of romance is acceptable? Level of Steaminess?
• Open to other genre influence: Are supernatural twist allowed? 
• Open to nonfiction: history, auto/biography
• What other genres do they enjoy?
• Favorite TV show/Movie?



Tips

● Try not to make assumptions
● Short stories, TV shows, or Films as an 

intro to genre-blend
● Non-Fictional accounts, biographies, or 

autobiographies of settlers, pioneers, 
and other western people both familiar 
and anonymous



Awards and Western Reader 
Advisory Internet Resources
• Spur Awards

•Reading the West

•Western Heritage 
Awards

•WILLA Awards

•Western Fictioneers

•Western Fiction Review

• True West Magazine

•Cowboys and Indians 
Magazine

• James D Best: Blog about 
Western Fiction Books

http://westernwriters.org/spur-awards/
https://readingthewest.com/
https://nationalcowboymuseum.org/western-heritage-award-winners/
https://nationalcowboymuseum.org/western-heritage-award-winners/
https://www.womenwritingthewest.org/awards/the-willa-literary-award/
https://westernfictioneers.blogspot.com/
http://westernfictionreview.blogspot.com/
https://truewestmagazine.com/
https://www.cowboysindians.com/
https://www.cowboysindians.com/
http://jamesdbest.blogspot.com/
http://jamesdbest.blogspot.com/


Podcasts and Publishers

•Kensington

•Pinnacle at Kensington

• Tor Books

• Forge

• Twodot

• St. Martin’s Paperbacks

• Five Star Publishing

• Legends of the Old West 
(170 Episodes)

https://www.kensingtonbooks.com/
https://www.kensingtonbooks.com/search-results/?imprint=pinnacle/
https://www.tor.com/
https://us.macmillan.com/publishers/tom-doherty-associates
http://twodotbooks.com/
https://us.macmillan.com/stmartinspress/
https://www.gale.com/five-star
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/legends-of-the-old-west/id1362910749
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/legends-of-the-old-west/id1362910749


Questions?

Toll free in Texas: 1-800-252-9605

In Austin: 512-463-5458

Fax: 512-936-0685

Email: tbp.services@tsl.texas.gov

Talking Book Program
    Texas State Library and    

Archives Commission
PO Box 12927
Austin TX 78711-2927

www.texastalkingbooks.org


	Slide 1: No Country for  Old Westerns
	Slide 2: Is the Western DEAD?
	Slide 3: What Are Westerns?
	Slide 4: General Appeal Factors
	Slide 5: How Westerns Resemble  Other Genres
	Slide 6: Westerns vs.  Historical Fiction Set in the West
	Slide 7: Location Genres
	Slide 8: Adrenaline Genres
	Slide 9: Traditional Top Themes
	Slide 10: Classics
	Slide 11: New Trends
	Slide 12: Western Historical Novels
	Slide 13: Contemporary Western Novel
	Slide 14: Contemporary Western Mysteries
	Slide 15: Weird Westerns
	Slide 16: Non-Fiction
	Slide 17: TV and Films based on  Western Novels
	Slide 18: Reference Interview Questions for Western Fans
	Slide 19: Tips
	Slide 20: Awards and Western Reader Advisory Internet Resources
	Slide 21: Podcasts and Publishers
	Slide 22: Questions?

