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About Me 
10th years in education 

4th grade 
5th grade 
Library Media Specialist 
Technology Teacher 

Passion 
harnessing emerging technologies to spark 
curiosity, interdisciplinary inquiry, and a life 
long love of learning https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 



Why Robots? 

How do they relate to reading? 

Sequencing 

Cause and Effect 

Characterization 

Setting 

Drama 

Creative writing/storytelling 
https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 
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But why robots? 

Engagement Empathy Problem solving 

Collaboration 21st c. skills critical thinking 



But why Robots?

 

Robot: 
Sphero Mini 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 



Example: 
Balloons over broadway 

Botley 

Root Sphero 
Spark+/ Bolt https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24


Example: 
Balloons over broadway 
RELA TEKS 

Informational Texts: Author’s purpose, central ideas and 
supporting details 
Comprehension: Personal connections, make inferences, 
& synthesize information 
Reading Process: Make mental pictures & generate 
questions 

Social Studies TEKS 
Describe the origins of customs, holidays, and 
celebrations 

Science TEKS 
Demonstrate and record ways objects can move 
Identify and explain a problem and propose a solution 
Make predictions based on observable patterns 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 
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How to plan 
Decide what skill/concept are your going to 
focus on for your activity? 
What book makes a great mentor text for that 
focus? 
Can robots help bring that concept to life? 
If so, how? Check brand resources & develop a 
plan 
Are there any skills I need to cover before the 
activity? 
Is there any prep I need to do before the activity? 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 
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Let’s go through the 

prepping process 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 



The little old lady who was 
not afraid of anything 

Focus: Sequencing 

Activity: You need to help the little old lady 
get through the woods. Use the planning 
sheet to decide your course then Code your 
robot to meet each of the objects that she 
met in the order she met them. 

Prep: Design/Print coding mats, Print 
planning sheet, charge devices https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24


The little old 
lady who was 
not afraid of 

anything 

16 cm spaces 

Color 
blocks 

Code 
cards 

https://docs.google.com/drawings/d/1FgqqcUvUJIHLgbNVrt4OnmTEBJESXxYoX27ikHXHTJQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rS3TfrRyAK392qLVEtfSS9QCndf8fudz-hw84balQwc/edit


Incredible intergalactic 
journey home 

Focus: Sequencing 

Activity: You need to get home. Design your 
space ship using the legos and then code 
your ship to meet the same friends as Hubble 
and Rory on your trip home. 

Prep: Design/Print coding mats or create 
maze, Print planning sheet, Legos (for Root 
robot), charge devices 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 
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Incredible intergalactic 
journey home 

Peg board walls 

Bear snores on 
Coding blocks 

What about worms 
coding Blocks 

Sphero 
Mini 

Root w/ 
brick top 

https://www.thingiverse.com/thing:6076281
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QVaUacI7dA6ZBn50Cgk1a3i2CrUoCST6WbUDQHAnYzc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QVaUacI7dA6ZBn50Cgk1a3i2CrUoCST6WbUDQHAnYzc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/159f_IgBn_QTP-VnFuQajTV90RswBqBV17PHmZrMhzPM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/159f_IgBn_QTP-VnFuQajTV90RswBqBV17PHmZrMhzPM/edit?usp=sharing


The Day the Crayons Quit 
Focus: Characterization 

Activity: Choose one of the crayons and 
write out 5 words that describe their 
character. use those descriptions to 
dress up the robot as that crayon 

Prep: Paper for character notes, 
different color construction paper/cups, 
glue/tape, markers, various craft 
supplies 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 



Additional 

Resources 

https://bit.ly/TLArobots24 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CEgbtl9hPG-QI7GabW_CwWPqFvESEchLRnG9xced9Bw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CEgbtl9hPG-QI7GabW_CwWPqFvESEchLRnG9xced9Bw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1CEgbtl9hPG-QI7GabW_CwWPqFvESEchLRnG9xced9Bw/edit?usp=sharing


Thank you for coming! 
Contact: Melanie Sowa-Li 
Email: melanie.sowa gmail.com 

X: MsSowaLi 

Please reach out with questions and for 

collaboration! 

@
@
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