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Questions were made possible by the helpful curation of Rev. Jennifer Elisa Veninga, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Religious and Theological Studies at the School of Arts and Humanities at St. Edward’s University (Austin, Texas).
 
Author Fredrick Buechner describes the meaning of compassion in these words: "Compassion is sometimes the fatal capacity for feeling what it is like to live inside somebody else's skin. It is the knowledge that there can never really be any peace and joy for me until there is peace and joy finally for you too."
 
1. The word compassion has an interesting origin. The word passion comes from Latin root pati-, meaning suffering, or enduring. Thus, compassion means to suffer with.
2. Is there an example in the book where someone extends true compassion?

3. How might compassion lead to solidarity?
4. What’s one practical, everyday approach towards solidarity?

5. Often, awareness of what is happening in someone’s life requires knowledge. How can you open yourself to awareness without being intrusive?

6. The quote "good fences make good neighbors" seems like an oxymoron. Yet the sentiment appears in many languages and cultures. How can having boundaries ultimately help lead to consistent compassion?
7. How do you maintain healthy boundaries while extending compassion?
8. What does hospitality look like in a constructive way?

9. What happens when we encounter difference? Why do you think that encountering difference is often such a challenging experience?
10. What are better ways to navigate those encounters?


11. Have you had an uncomfortable experience when you made an assumption about what someone needed?

12. Is there any way that empathy can lead to assumptions about what the other person is feeling or experiencing?

13. Are there limits to empathy?

14. Are there any limits to compassion?


Note: Feel free to cut, paste and use any questions you need for your discussion.
