The Strange by Jérôme Ruillier (Author), Helge Dascher (Translator)
Discussion questions courtesy of Jace Furches, Reference Librarian, Austin Public Library.
1. How would you characterize the emotional tone of the story?  In what ways were you able to empathize with someone going through similar trials?
1. Ruillier’s art style and use of anthropomorphic characters builds a unique atmosphere and mood that is anxious and tense, while simultaneously evoking a childlike picture book style of drawing.  In what specific ways are the use of color, shading, framing and other artistic elements fundamental to the narrative and message of the piece?
1. Aside from the interspersed quotations from French politicians, the story lacks any firm grounding in a specific time or place.  What verbal and non-verbal strategies does Ruillier employ to help universalize the events?  Can you imagine this story taking place in your own country or community?
1. We often encounter images and narratives of foreigners and strangers as violent, untrustworthy and a potential threat to our community’s wellbeing.  How do these narratives manifest in The Strange? Which characters are truly threatening, and which are the victims?
1. Through the use of an ever-shifting narrator, Ruillier presents the reader with the plurality of connections that, often unseen, surround the life of an individual. Despite this interconnectedness and literal proximity to others, isolation and alienation frequently result from the main character’s interactions.  In what ways do some characters utilize their closeness to foster community instead of harm?  How can we do this in our own lives and neighborhoods?
1. The shifting narrative also provides considerable room for nuance and contradiction in its depictions of the lives and motivations of the various characters.  What sort of pressures, beliefs and dilemmas influence their actions and attitudes when interacting with the main character?  To what extent are these issues specific to individuals or are they more systemic in nature?  
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]To what extent does the shifting narrator allow the main character to have a voice or tell his own story?  Is he even a main character when all of his actions are presented vicariously through the filter of acquaintances and random strangers?  How does this compare to the lived experience of actual immigrants?
1. We see brief glimpses into the lives of several individuals.  Many, such as the neighbor that makes the report or the officers that make the arrest, are going with the flow of their lives and the expectations of society at large. Yet a few characters choose to break the law and convention in seeking to offer help in both small and large ways.  Does the story truly have any heroes or villains in the traditional sense?  How should one act from a place of compassion when facing social and legal opposition? Are there ways that those that operated from a position of power or fear could have acted differently given their frequently complicated predicaments?

Note: Feel free to cut, paste and use any questions you need for your discussion. Please be sure to check out, and utilize, our Read Across Texas general discussion questions for Know Your Neighbor: Cultivating Communities of Compassion.
