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STATE OF TEXAS

' ADJUTANT GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

ll=June-1914

AUSTIN
From: The Adjutant General,
To: State Librarian, Capitol,

Subject,

1. I enclose correspondence in reference to above subject for fil-

ing with the flag.

Correspondence with reference to Flag 17th & 18th Cav,

/%%%wﬁ .




X OFFICERS HEADQUARTERS CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
FRrRED. BEALL, Commander. G .[ d t v .l. § A s t- EXECUTIVE:
D. C. Gravsow, Ist Lieut. Commander onteaerate veterans  AsSsociation Macxus . Trom
H. H. MARMADUKE, 2 t Comman d RRRRRR =
RICHSRD S. DENNY, Fin lS reta OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA JANrRG DL B
RoBEiT M. HARROVE! T 1rer.
W. J. PARR, Se t t Arm MEMBERSHIP AND RECEPTION:
REV. RANDOLPH H M K1wm Cla 1 JorN T. C H
Dr. G. WyTHE COOK 2
DRr. J. L. SUDDARTH S ST L TR B iR ¢ oS G G R S R T BB ROTIME
Jam A. P

Camp No. 171, U. C. V., Harry Heth Camp No. 119, Grand Camp, Virginia

1322 Vermont Avenue, Northwest

ey Crmonfpon Loanen lunlh 7sperl G

C‘?w %7/;4 (G s o A aflopl cxee X _
d-%.; o //LG?%% @\

%fq/plwg

@7@14

&f'd




Foft Wbrth, Texas.
ApI‘. 30, 1914.

Mr. Jom T. Callaghan,
Washington, De Ce

Dear Comrad:

I am glad to meet you. I a8 a comrad, C. S. Ao 0F
Comrany A. 18th Texas cavlry have bin trying to get holt
of the Redemental flag of the 17th and 18th Texas that fel
with me at Atlantta Ga. July 21 and 223, 1864 near wher Gen.
Mc\fer’son was killed. I supose this flag wae latly given 1o
you by Mrs. Laura Clark wido of Gen. W. Ts Clark of Mcferson's
gtaff. I wish to here from you at once all you can tell of
this flag and when I can find it and the wherbouts of Mrs.
Clark as I want to compliment her for her kindness. I at
times heve carried this flag and fell with it, and if you
read the Wabtional Tribune of Washington you saw some time back
my leter to the National Tribune of how an Illinois boy drifted
to the Confederate army and wil you please call on lMre. Law-
rence Wilson, Me De, Division bureau of Pensions at Washing—
ton, and he is a friend of mine and can tel you of wher he
has met my flag with Pa‘ﬁ Cleburne.

Yours truly, answer at once,

(signed) Joseph McClure
Box 270 Fort Worth, Texas.




(Copy)

Office of

Re He Hopkins,

Justice of the Peace,
Precint No. 1.

Denton, Texas,
August 2, 1900.

Andrew La¥orge, Eéq.,
Elk Rapids, Mich.

My dear 8ir:

It was my fortune or misfortune to command Cos
¢-17 & 18 Texasg dismounted cavaelry during the war between
the States on the 22d day of July, 1864, near Atlanta, Ga.
The greater part of our Regiment surrendered, I suppose,
to the 15th Michigan. About the time of the surrender and
before I was aware of a surrender a Federal Soldier jumped
upon the breastworks and seized our flag. Our ensign re—
fused to give it up and a scuffle ensued between said Federal
and our Ensign. 8ee ing that the Federal was about to get
the best of our Ensign, I ran to his assistance and took hold
of the Flag staff, calling to the ensign not to give up the
Flag, when the soldier in blue remarked to me that *You
have surrendered." Looking around and up our line, I saw
that our men had thrown down their arms to mv astonishment.

I am informed by Geo. W. McBride of Grand Rapids,
Mich., that you are the man that captured our flag, and par-
ticipated in the scuffle referred to. If you will please
so inform me'and tell me where the flag is at this time,
and whether or not you would assist me in having the flag
returned, and any other incidents of the battle and the
surrender of our Command. Our survivors meet in reunion on
the 14th instant at Lancaster, Texas, and would, if possi-
ble, be glad to hear from you before that time in order that
I can show your letter to the few remaining members of that
Regiment that will be at the reunion.

With respect and esteem,
Am yaur Obedient Servant,

R. H. Hopk:i.ns .




(Copy)

Ye Be Land, President,
Harry Hirshberg, V. Pres. C. D. Towne, V. Pres.
Charles B. Carver, Cashier.

ELK RAPIDS 8§£ATEWBK-
Elk Rapids, Mich.
Hay 35, 1914.

¥r. John T. Callaghan,
Washington, De Co

Dear Bir:

Yours of the 18th received, and it was indeed a
gurprise and pleasure to hear from you. I had no idea that
umy neme was mentioned in the matter of the capture of the
flag which wae given to the Regiment as a body. Of course
1 got the flag being the first msn in the colwm as I was
gergeant Major at the time as the regiment was marching left
in front. Our regiment was on the left of the Brigade
and that positiomn brought me the *first men on the job.*

As we halted I locked up eand saw what I supposed
was a signal of surrender and supposed it was a picket post
wanting to surrender. I e¢alled the attention of the Colonel
to this signal and asked if I might go and bring it in. He
said "Do not go up there as you might get hurt® as both
sides were shooting over the top of the breast-works. The
Colonel left me %o see to the formetion of the regiment
and, while he did so, I started up the hill to secure my
prisoners whom I supposed wanbed to surrenders.

Imagine my surprise when I found the supposed
gignal of surrender to be a rogimental ITag ! With a revolver
in my hand, I jumped upon the breastwarks and demanded the
surrender of the flag, at the same time reaching for the top
of the flag staff. In the meantime, our regiment came to
the rescue and we captured the flag and took a number of
prisoners ———--——. We also captured at the same time the
f£lag of the Fifth Confederate Regiment, Major Pearson com-—
manding the regiment. If Major Pearson is still living, I
should like to hear from him.

The flag of the 17th and 18th Texas was given 1o
General Clarke by the Colonel of our Regiment, Col. Hutehin—
son acknowledging the receipt of this flag. The other flag
was sent to Michigan to be kept in the archives of the State
at the state capitol im Lansing, where it still lis.

I also cnclose a letter which I received from R. H.

Hopkins of Denton, Texas, who was commanding Co. @« of the
17th and 18%th Texas, and who participated in the events of
that day as his letter will show. I wish you would return
this letter to me as I prize it very highly.



Tell Comrade MoClure I should be glad to hear frmm him.
I do not expect to ettend the reunion at Deproit as I am
in feeble health, and am not able to leave homes

8hall be glad to hear from you again at any time.

Sinceredy yours,
(signed) Andrew LaForge.
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EABQUAR?E&& DEPT. AND ARMY OF THEnTENNESSEE,
BEFORE ATLANTA, GEORGIA, Aug. 8,1864.

Lieut. €ol. ¥. 8. Hutchinson, Commanding 15th Regimenmt
" Michigan Veteran Volunteers.

€olonel:

I have the honor to acknowledge the regeipt of
the rebel flag captured by your gallant command from the 17th
and 18th Texas in the battle of the 38nd of July. Vords
fall me to express my appreciation of the delicate compli-
ment thus paid me, as you well say ®the best that can be
devksed by soldiers in the field." I know the 15th Michigan
and am proud to testify to their brilliant record. I knew
them on the bloody field of Shiloh, where they first met
the enemy. I was with them at Corinth, when they held at
bay the advance of Van Dorn till the commanding @eneral
could make such disposition of his troops as resulted in
the decisive victory of Qetober 4th, 1884; and during the
present campaign, so glorious to the Army of the Tennessee,
the 16th Michigan has been in the thickest of the fight,
winning for themselves a place among the first of the
veteran herces of the war. I have watched your career with
a personal interest, and shall ever feel a pride in being
identified with a command made up of such regiments - an
honor te their State and country. History will give you an
honored place in the records of this wap, a war distinguished

beyond any other, in any age, for bloody conflicts and
deeds of valor.

With assurance of high esteem, I have the honor to
be

Very respeetfully your ©bedient servant
(signed) ¥me T. €lark
Lieut. Cole and A. A. Generale
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