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3. Once the original flag was accessible and additions and alterations had been noted, the
fibers, fabrics, and sewing threads were analyzed. Information about the construction
of the flag, and any evidence of alterations to the original was noted. Scale drawings
were made of the flag and an analysis report was prepared. Particle samples were taken
for the files.

Stabilization
4. To relax the fabrics and remove creases, the flag was humidified by light misting with
distilled water. When relaxed, the fabrics were flattened and dried under glass weights.
Separated pieces were returned to their original location.

5. The flag was sandwiched between two layers of Stabiltex 1, a multifilament polyester
crepeline. One the reverse side blue was used over the canton and ecru over the entire
fly. On the obverse side blue was used over the canton, ecru over the white bar and the
binding on the leading edge and red over the red (violet) bars. The blue on the obverse
side was cut away over the star and replaced with ecru. The layers were attached by
sewing through the voids. Fragments were aligned and sewn around their perimeter to
hold them in place. The canton was arranged in its original position and attachment to
the fly was made as part of the encapsulation. Care was taken to eliminate sewing
through the fabric where possible, but in large areas with no damage the fabrics were
secured with random rows of vertical running stitch through all three layers. Sewing was
carried out with thread pulled from the Stabiltex. The Stabiltex was extended to the
original size of the flag. The flag was photographed on both sides after encapsulation
(see photos 4-5).

Preparation for Exhibition
The flag is mounted in a pressure mount frame. This is a custom made exhibit

case that will provide the fabrics with uniform support over the entire surface and
create an internally buffered, stable environment that will protect the object from
outside contaminants.

6. A buffered, acid-free pane!2 was prepared then covered with nonwoven polyester
batting3 and a previously washed, unbleached, airwing grade, fine cotton fabric*.

7. Appropriately colored cotton fabric was cut to size and attached to the padded panel
to fill in the color, restore the appearance of missing areas, and bring the flag to the
original size. The colored fabric was attached to the panel only.

8. The flag was attached to the padded panel with one row of stitching across the top.
Attachment was made through the Stabiltex to avoid additional stress on the flag. The
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Total treatment hours: 157

Signed__^±yQ£eJ^^^
Fonda Ghiardi Thomsen, Fellow AIC,
Director, Textile Preservation Associates, Inc.

Work on the object was carried out by Cathy Heffner, Conservation Technician,
Textile Preservation Associates, Inc. under the supervision of Fonda G. Thomsen,
Conservator.

Reference list of materials used in the conservation of this object.
1. Stabiltex, a sheer, multifilament, plain weave, polyester: Talas, 568 Broadway,
New York, NY 10012 (212) 219-0770.

2. Corrugated Board, buffered, acid free: Hollinger Corporation, P.O. Box 8360,
Fredericksburg, VA 22404 (800) 634-0491.

3. Batting, "Jasztex" a thermo bonded polyester batting: Museum Services
Corporation, 1107 East Cliff Road, Burnsviile, MN 55337.

"Poly-fil Traditional Batting" a non-woven, needle punched batting:
Fairfield Processing Corporation, 88 Rose Hill Avenue, Danbury, CT 06810.

4. Cotton, a 100% airwing grade fabric: Fox Reich Textiles, Inc., 54 Danbury Road,
Suite 228, Ridgefield, CT 06877 (914) 533-2445.

5. Acrylite OP-2, a colorless cast ultraviolet filtering acrylic sheet: Cyro
Industries, P. 0. Box 950, 100 Valley Road, Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 (416)
675-9433.
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