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The Edge initiative helps libraries assess their operations and plan for the future. With the vision that “all people have the opportunity to improve their lives through the technology services available in public libraries,” Edge uses benchmarks to help libraries evaluate themselves. It goes a step further by offering training and tools to build capacity and improve services.
 (For more information see: 
www.libraryedge.org
)
The goal of the Edge Implementation Reimbursement Program is to help public libraries meet the public access technology needs of their community. The agency will provide assistance through a 
pilot reimbursement program
 to public libraries that have identified areas of improvement using the Edge assessment, and who are using the training provided to Edge libraries for training and continuing education.
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Who is Eligible?
Accredited public libraries that have: 
a) submitted the Edge assessment at libraryedge.org
b) used the Action Plan tool on the Edge website to prioritize community needs
c) have completed or will commit to completing at least one Edge webinar training session
How Much Money is Available?
Libraries are eligible for up to $5,000 in reimbursement costs for the purchase of equipment and supplies that supports the improvement of public access technology identified by the Edge assessment. The program is available on a first-come, first-served basis until funds are depleted. 
How Will the Pilot Reimbursement Program Work?
Libraries will submit this application to the State Library beginning now through June 20, 2014. The agency will review and notify applicants in writing of approval/non-approval by June 27, 2014. Upon approval, libraries may purchase the equipment described in their application. A paid receipt (not a Purchase Order or order form) for the equipment must be provided to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission by August 15, 2014 at the very latest. It is highly recommended that equipment be ordered by July 15, 2014 and equipment must be received by August 1, 2014. Libraries need to be able to meet the tight deadlines for this pilot project in order to participate.
What Can I Buy?
Computer hardware such as monitors and laptops, software, servers or routers, printers, assistive equipment, presentation and multimedia equipment, computer furniture, and computer supplies related to the equipment purchase. All purchases must relate to improving Edge indicators on your Action Plan. (Please be aware of ADA-compliance issues relating to the purchase of e-Readers and Tablets: http://bit.ly/1mrtgLJ).  Subscriptions (ie., Overdrive) are not authorized. 
If you have questions about a proposed purchase, please contact Jennifer Peters, Community Engagement Program Administrator, at jpeters@tsl.texas.gov or 512-463-2214 before submitting this application.
APPLICATION FOR EDGE IMPLEMENTATION REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM
Use the Action Plan you developed using your Edge assessment (www.libraryedge.org) to complete this form.
Name & Address of Library	____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Contact person, phone & email	____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
1. [bookmark: Check4]My Library has completed and submitted the Edge assessment at libraryedge.org. 	Yes |_|
2. My Library has developed an Action Plan using the Edge assessment. 	Yes |_|
3. [bookmark: Check2][bookmark: Check3]At least one staff person at my library has attended an Edge webinar.	Yes |_| No |_|
4. If the answer to Q3 is "no," at least one library staff person commits to attending 
at least one Edge training before August 31, 2014. 	Yes |_|
5. What specific equipment will you purchase? Provide approximate cost estimate(s), with documentation if appropriate. Reimbursement will be provided for expenses up to $5,000. Please be aware that all funding requests must meet federal requirements.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Describe Edge indicator(s) that you are trying to address as described in the Edge Action Plan: (eg., 2.1: Ensure photo editing software is available in at least 50% of locations, 9.2: Increase and manage your bandwidth to optimize the speed of your connection and improve the patron's Internet experience.)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Describe how the equipment to be purchased will impact the indicator described above and how it will improve public access technology in your community.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. I will display the following acknowledgement for this equipment in my library: Funded by the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services through a grant to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. 	Yes |_|
CERTIFICATION: To the best of my knowledge and belief, data in this form are true and correct. I am responsible for ensuring that this process meets my local purchasing requirements.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name & Title (Library Director)				Signature			Date
Other Materials Required:
· Signed Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) Form (attached), required for purchases of equipment that will access the Internet

Timeline: (these are rolling deadlines with a quick turnaround derived from the end of the agency fiscal year on August 31, 2014)
· Application due: now through June 20, 2014
· Written notification of approval of application from TSLAC: now through June 27, 2014
· Libraries may purchase approved equipment: beginning upon approval from TSLAC through July 15, 2014 (recommended purchase date) (A reimbursement form will be sent upon written approval of application)
· Ordered equipment should be delivered: after approval through August 1, 2014 (recommended delivery date)
· Reimbursement requests and receipts due to State Library: now through August 15, 2014
· Final Day to submit reimbursement form and paid receipt: August 15, 2014
· Receipts and forms submitted after August 15 will not be reimbursed.
Due to tight timeline required by agency fiscal year end, please be in touch with your appropriate contacts to be sure that deadlines can be met. 
Submit this form, along with the attached signed CIPA form, to Jennifer Peters, Community Engagement Administrator, at jpeters@tsl.texas.gov or by fax to 512-936-2306.


INTERNET SAFETY CERTIFICATION
(Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA) Form)
FOR FEDERALLY FUNDED 
TEXAS STATE LIBRARY & ARCHIVES COMMISSION PROGRAMS
FEDERAL PROGRAM YEAR 2013 (TEXAS STATE FISCAL YEAR 2014)
EDGE IMPLEMENTATION REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM
As the duly authorized representative of the applicant/grantee, I hereby certify that (check only one of the following boxes):
|_| The applicant/grantee public library has complied with the requirements of Section 9134(f)(1) of the Library Services and Technology Act.
|_|The applicant/grantee public library seeks a waiver of the certification required in A., above, because State or local procurement rules or regulations or competitive bidding requirements prevent the applicant/grantee library from certifying compliance with Section 9134(f)(1) of the Library Services and Technology Act. The applicant/ grantee public library certifies that the library will comply with the requirements of Section 9134(f)(1) before the start of Program Year in which funds are expended.
|_| The requirements of Section 9134(f) of the Library Services and Technology Act do not apply to the applicant/grantee library because no funds made available under the LSTA program will be used to purchase computers used to access the Internet or to pay for direct costs associated with accessing the Internet for a public library or public elementary school or secondary school library that does not receive discounted E-Rate services under the Communications Act of 1934,as amended.
|_| The applicant/grantee is not a public library.
I further certify that one of the following is true: either no LSTA funds from the award will be used by the applicant to purchase computers used to access the Internet or to pay for direct costs associated with accessing the Internet for a public library or public elementary school or secondary school library served by the applicant/grantee; or, if any part of the LSTA funds are used for such purposes, applicant will obtain the appropriate certifications from libraries receiving such purchases or payments.
______________________________________
Name of Applicant Library/Program
______________________________________
Signature of Authorized Representative
______________________________________
Printed Name of Authorized Representative
____________________________________
Title of Authorized Representative
______________________________________Date
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