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[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your interest in applying for the Research Institute for Public Libraries (RIPL) scholarship, sponsored by the Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC). The RIPL Scholarship covers the full registration cost of the Institute, plus reimbursement of some travel expenses, as outlined below.
· Full RIPL registration fee of $1,465, which includes curriculum and materials, three nights lodging, dinner September 30, and breakfast, lunch, and snacks October 1-3 
· Registration fee will be prepaid to RIPL directly by TSLAC *
· Reimbursement of up to $500 for airfare, meals not covered by registration fee, airport and/or hotel parking, and/or ground transportation
· Expenses over $500 will be the responsibility of the scholarship recipient and sponsoring library
· Eligible travel expenses will be reimbursed to the recipient’s sponsoring library upon submission of receipts to TSLAC 

*If the scholarship recipient accepts the award, but is unable to attend, TSLAC will make every effort to transfer the registration to another eligible applicant. If TSLAC is unable to find an eligible substitute, the original Scholarship recipient may be required to reimburse TSLAC for the prepaid RIPL registration fee.
The ideal candidate for this Scholarship is:
· Interested in using data for informed and strategic planning.
· Looking for both inspiration and instruction in a hands-on, participatory environment.
· Seeking to learn about outcomes and how to measure library impact.
· Committed to leading his/her organization in making data-based decisions.
· Eager to develop a peer network to support research and evaluation efforts.
The TSLAC intends to award two scholarships to eligible applicants. To be eligible for a RIPL Scholarship, the recipient must be employed by a public library in Texas. Note: The scholarships are contingent upon employment at a public library in Texas at the time of the Institute. If the scholarship recipient subsequently accepts a position outside of a public library or plans to relocate to another state after being awarded a scholarship, the recipient must notify TSLAC and forfeit the scholarship.
If awarded a scholarship, each recipient must: 
· Attend RIPL in its entirety (beginning with an evening event on September 30, 2016 and ending in the late afternoon on October 3, 2016) and complete pre- and post-institute work, 
· Complete the multi-part Institute evaluation form, and 
· Share what they have learned with their library staff and the Texas library community through at least one of the following:
· Give a presentation on the Institute content via a webinar or conference (TSLAC may facilitate)
· Publish an article about the benefits of attending the Institute in a professional library publication
Scholarship Applications will be evaluated on the following:
· Overall quality of responses to the following questions:
· Why is applicant interested in attending RIPL? (30 points)
· What skills does the applicant hope to gain or enhance through participation in the Institute? (20 points)
· How does the applicant plan to implement the knowledge and skills gained in the local library? (20 points)
· How does the applicant plan to share what was learned at the Institute with staff at the local library? (15 points)
· How does the applicant plan to share what was learned at the Institute with the Texas library community? (15 points)
· Quality of written communication skills demonstrated on the Scholarship Application form
· Applicant's commitment to learning about data and incorporating research and evaluation into workflow
Scholarship Application Process:

To be considered for a RIPL scholarship, interested applicants must submit the following:
1. Scholarship Application form 
2. Statement of applicant support from library director. Public library directors applying for RIPL scholarships should have their governing authority (e.g., city manager, board president, etc.) complete this statement

Scholarship Application Submission Procedures:

Please submit the scholarship application and statement of support via email to ld@tsl.texas.gov. 

Applications are due by 5:00PM CST on Friday, January 8, 2016, and applicants will be notified of their acceptance status by Friday, January 15. TSLAC will submit prepaid registrations for scholarship recipients for this event between January 19-25, 2016. Scholarship recipients must be able to commit to attending the entire event if they receive an award.  
Questions? Please contact Stacey Malek at smalek@tsl.texas.gov or Deborah Littrell at dlittrell@tsl.texas.gov. 



Texas State Library and Archives Commission
2016 Research Institute for Public Libraries 
RIPL Scholarship Application
Applicant Name:										
Applicant Working Title:										
Sponsoring Library:										
Applicant Phone:  _________________        Applicant Email:	
Please use this form to answer the following questions. Recommended length of response for each question is 150-250 words. Full application should be 1-2 pages long.
1. Why are you interested in attending RIPL? (30 points)

2. What skills do you hope to gain or enhance through participation in the institute? (20 points)

3. How do you plan to implement the knowledge and skills gained in your library? (20 points)

4. How do you plan to share what you have learned with staff at your library? (15 points)

5. How do you plan to share what you have learned with the Texas library community? (15 points)

I understand the terms of the scholarship and commit to attending the entire RIPL if I am selected to receive the scholarship. I also agree to notify TSLAC if I accept another position and/or intend to relocation to another state subsequent to receiving a scholarship award.

_____________________________________________		______________________________
					Signature						Date


Texas State Library and Archives Commission
Research Institute for Public Libraries 2016
RIPL Scholarship Application: Statement of Support

Sponsor Name:										
Sponsor Working Title:										
Sponsoring Library:										
Sponsor Phone:  _________________    Sponsor Email:				_____________
Name of scholarship applicant:							
I agree that the applicant:
a. has permission to attend RIPL in its entirety, beginning with an evening event on September 30, 2016 and ending in the late afternoon on October 3, 2016;
b. will be given work time to complete pre- and post-institute work; 
c. will be supported in efforts to implement research and evaluation into her/his workflow; and
d. will be encouraged in efforts to share what s/he learned at the institute with your library and with the Texas library community.
e. I understand that the travel reimbursement, up to $500, is a federal subaward to the sponsoring library.
I understand that I must notify TSLAC as soon as possible if awarded applicant becomes ineligible for the award (e.g., leaves my library’s employment) or is unavailable to attend the event.

_____________________________________________		______________________________
					Signature						Date
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This program is funded (in part) by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission.  CFDA 45.31/FAIN LS-00-15-0044-15.
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