Greetings,

The Texas public library community wishes to identify the types of local impact fees, economic development money and any local revenue source available to fund public library operations in your state.

Through the survey questions that follow, we wish to create a listing of the local revenue sources available for public library funding in every state.  This survey is an attempt to identify traditional and non-traditional local revenue sources and local funding mechanisms available to fund public libraries.  

To the best of your knowledge, please describe the types of local government revenue sources available to public libraries in your state.  Do not include information on Federal LSTA funds, state funds, or local funds generated through private donations, grants, or Friends groups. Please feel free to make any additional comments or qualifying statements.

Please note. Local government funds may vary greatly from one political jurisdiction to another.  Please include all types of local funds, even it those funding mechanisms are not available in all cities, counties, or districts.  USE AS MUCH SPACE AS NEEDED.

Survey of Local Government Public Library Revenue Sources in _________________(State)

1.  What sources of local revenue are used to fund library operations (through a local budget allocation process) in your state?  Check all that apply.

___property tax

___local sales and use tax

___local government fees 

___ other

2. Beyond normal budget allocations made from the general local government budget, can libraries receive additional sales tax or property tax revenue from local governments?  An example would be a case in which a local government designates a certain amount of sales tax revenue to be used for economic development “projects,” through which the library might receive additional funds.

___Yes ____No

2a.) What are the sources of funds?

2b.) What types of library expenses would be eligible?

 ___operations  ___capital expenditures

3.  Do your state laws allow for the creation of library taxing districts?

  ____Yes    ____No

4a.)  If yes, what is the source of the funding (i.e., sales tax, property tax)?

5.  If a library receives funding through library districts, is that library eligible for other local funding sources for library operations?  ____ Yes   ____No

5a.) If so, describe the type of funding.

6.  Do your state laws allow local impact fees for public libraries (such as fees developers must pay when building new home sites, malls, etc.)?  

____Yes  ____No

6a.) If yes, please describe the impact fee or developer requirements for public libraries.

7.)  Do your state laws allow local fees on certain services (e.g. license plate renewals) or purchases (local book sales) that are earmarked specifically for library operations?  

____Yes  ___No

7a.) If yes, please identify each type of local fee designated for public library operations.

8) What other sources of local funding for library operations (if any) are available that have not been described so far?

9.) We welcome any additional comments / explanations or citations to information sources for background details or enabling legislation to best understand the unique local government funding sources for public libraries available in your state.

10.)
Would you like to receive a copy of the report of survey results when available?

____Yes  ___No

Please reply to this survey by E-mail to:anne.ramos@tsl.state.tx.us or by 

fax to 512-463-8800.  If you would like to discuss any aspect of this survey, please feel free to contact Gloria Meraz, Texas Library Association or Anne Ramos, Texas State Library and Archives Commission at the telephone numbers listed below.  Thank you all for your time, knowledge and assistance in this endeavor.

Anne Ramos, Librarian

Library Development Division                                              

Texas State Library and Archives Commission

Telephone:  512-463-5494

Fax: 512-463-8800

E-mail: anne.ramos@tsl.state.tx.us

Gloria Meraz 

Director of Communications 

Texas Library Association 

Telephone:  512/328-1518 x23

Fax:  512/328-8852 

E-mail: gloriam@txla.org 

