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LIBRARY SYSTEMS ACT ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

Texas State Library and Archives Building, Room 314

February 23, 2007

MINUTES

	Members in Attendance
	Visitors
	Staff in Attendance

	Dana Rooks, Vice-Chair
	Marsha Barker, TPLS
	Peggy Rudd

	Lucile Dade, Chair
	Debra Gibson, NETLS
	Ed Seidenberg

	Herbert Canales
	Gloria Meraz, TLA
	Deborah Littrell

	David Price
	John Pecoraro, BCLS
	Chris Jowaisas

	Alice W. Specht
	Elizabeth Swan, HALS
	Bell Clarke

	
	Katharine Teleki, Sunset
	

	
	Pat Tuohy, CTLS
	

	
	Minta Wilson, TPLS Board
	


Call to Order
Rooks convened the meeting at 11:10 a.m. while waiting for Dade to arrive.

Agenda Item 1.  Approval of Minutes from January 29, 2007  

No changes. Canales moved for approval; Price seconded.  Unanimous approval.

Agenda Item 2.  Report on legislation, budget and other developments

Littrell mentioned the bill filed to require municipal libraries serving over 50,000 to provide high speed Internet access to the public. Initial language included the provision of charging for the service but it has now been revised. 

Agenda Item 3.  Public Comment

None.

Agenda Item 4.  Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) program, new Five-Year Plan discussion

Action Requested:  None
Littrell updated the Board on the requirement from the federal government to provide a new five-year plan to cover FY2008-2012. The timeline was reviewed. The funding priorities as well as needs and goals for Texas were discussed. The need for input from the community was addressed. Rudd stressed educating people in the field as to how LSTA benefits them by using interpersonal kinds of activities to educate the librarians on the value of LSTA. Background information will have to be shared to get meaningful input. Get the librarians to talk about how LSTA relates to our agency mission as well as what we hope to achieve with statewide library development for all types of libraries. Specht agreed with the need to educate the people who are affected and suggested that maybe TLA could assist with focus groups to target specific areas and become more involved in the process. The group developed a list of needs.

Agenda Item 5.  Loan Star Libraries Formula Taskforce - Update

Action Requested:  None

Littrell reported that a third meeting had been held. The Task Force is recommending a proposal that will be taken forward to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. It is a formula for a 30 percent base award and 70 percent as a percentage match on the total local operating expenditures. Some were interested in knowing where the shift in funding had occurred. Online solicitation of comments seems to have caused confusion with the request for comments on the system formulas.
Agenda Item 6.  Texas Library System funding formula - Discussion

Action Requested:  Recommendation for proposed system formula

Discussion regarding funding principles and factors, and proposed formulas were met with comments from visitors. Wilson spoke of the tremendous work that is being done by librarians in the Panhandle with very little resources imploring the Board to consider their situation when making a decision. Barker asked that consideration be given to the equity of opportunities being provided to all librarians in the state. Tuohy concerns were over the growth of new libraries in Central Texas due to the influx of population to the area, a problem that north and east Texas are experiencing as well. A proposal that would keep all ten of the systems in business was sought. Defining core services and providing flexibility yet still meeting LSTA goals and how it all fits in the vision of Texas were discussed. Price moved that Scenario 5 as proposed by staff be used. Specht seconded it. Three were in favor and two against. The motion passed. The proposal (Scenario 5) will go out for input from the community and at the next meeting the Board will then form a recommendation to the Commission.

Agenda Item 6.  Adjourn

Action Requested:  None

The meeting adjourned at 2:55 p.m.

