GOOD SCHOOL LIBRARIES  =  IMPROVED STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT


The Texas State Library and Archives Commission utilized funding from the Library Services and Technology Act and contracted with EGS Research and Consulting to conduct a research study in Texas to examine school library use, resources, services, and, to measure the contribution of school libraries to student achievement on TAAS scores.  Data were collected from a random sample of 600 school libraries.  Here are key findings of the study, Texas School Libraries: Standards, Resources, Services, and Students’ Performance.
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The librarian is key to integrating networked resources into the curriculum such as those available through the Statewide Technology Initiatives, the Texas Library Connection.  The growing presence of networked resources in libraries has resulted in:

· Technology-oriented training roles for librarians

· Librarian / teacher / student partnerships

· Collaborative planning roles for librarians and teachers

In libraries with professional librarians and aides, library staff expends a larger portion of time engaging in collaborative activities that have an impact on student standardized test scores, including:

· Planning and teaching collaboratively

· Integrating curriculum with library resources

· Offering professional development sessions to teachers
Libraries staffed with librarians and aides are associated with increased library use demonstrated by

· Increased visits to the library by individual students

· Increased information skills instruction

· Increased books and materials checked out
Inadequate staffing   impedes   student achievement.  One-quarter of the schools in Texas do not have librarians.  Schools without librarians are lower performing on TAAS than schools with librarians.  Libraries staffed only with aides essentially lose the ability to affect student achievement.  Inadequately staffed libraries lose the ability to:

· Plan collaboratively 

Integrate curriculum  
Perform teacher staff development
To have the greatest impact on student performance, libraries should be staffed, at minimum, with both a librarian and an aide.
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Source: Texas School Libraries: Standards, Resources, Services, & Students’ Performance, EGS Research & Consulting, TSLAC, April 2001
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