Dear (Patron name):
	The library's review committee has completed its examination of your request for reconsideration of Robie Harris’ book, It’s Perfectly Normal. Enclosed you will find the committee’s response, several book reviews of the volume as well as copies of our system’s selection policy and the American Library Association’s Library Bill of Rights. These documents have been adopted by the (name of library) Board of Trustees, and the library administration and staff are bound by them. After reviewing all these materials and reading the book, I have applied the following criteria to reach my decision.

Does the volume fall within the scope of the library’s selection policy, which requires us to acquire materials to meet the needs of our diverse population?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Our selection policy requires that we maintain a variety of materials in our collection to meet the information needs of the community. Many young people and their parents want access to high-quality materials that deal with important, but sensitive, issues related to the human body and sexuality. This book provides broad, factual information and is in the collections of hundreds of public libraries. It clearly does not violate our selection policy, and in fact, strengthens our holdings in this area.

Is the item properly cataloged for the intended audience?
The book was written for young people ages 10-14 and is correctly cataloged to be located in the children's collection, which houses materials for children through age 12. Not every book located in the children's collection will be appropriate for reading by every age child and there is some overlap of age recommendations with the young adult collection. 

Does the volume contain subject matter that is presented in an offensive, inappropriate, or inaccurate manner?
The book has been favorably reviewed in many professional journals. A review in The Horn Book Magazine recognizes the approachability, objectivity, and usefulness of the book. Kirkus Reviews recognizes the diversity of information and the illustrations and the book’s treatment of topics is labeled intelligent. The reviewers seem to agree that this book provides a conscientious treatment of the human body and sexuality both for adolescents who desire such information and parents who wish to discuss this topic with their children. The reviews also state that the illustrations are candid, but none think that the drawings violate any standards of decency. When and how children are introduced to such issues naturally varies greatly and is affected by such factors as the maturity of the child and the values of the parents. My conclusion is that these topics are suitable for many children and that the material is not presented in an offensive manner.

It's Perfectly Normal does not violate any of our policies, and therefore the book will remain in the library's collection. As a library system, we have a duty to provide broad-based reading material for the public, which means some of the materials we select will not meet with the approval of everyone.  As a parent, you have the right and responsibility to monitor and direct what your child reads, but other parents have that same right.

I am sorry that we are unable to accommodate your request, but I hope this letter and the enclosed documents will help you understand how this decision was reached. I commend you for monitoring your child’s reading material and hope you will continue to use the public library.

Sincerely,



Library Director


