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Start Your Dia Right: Celebrating El dia de los
nifios/El dia de los libros at your library

Jeanette Larson
Larson Library Consulting
larsonlibrary@yahoo.com

Jeanette Larson

Dia Dynamo, 2010

Mora Award Judge
‘Youth Programs course
TWU

TLA Dia Committee
Author, El dia de los
nifios/El dia de los libros:
Building a Culture of
Literacy in your
Community Through Dia

What is Dia?

A national initiative that emphasizes the importance of
literacy for all children from all backgrounds.

Itis a daily commitment to linking children and their families
to diverse books, languages and cultures.

Culminates with a celebrations around April 30, “The Day of
the Child” in many countries.
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Dia’s Current Reach

Texas, Florida, and
California supported
Dia from the
beginning and are
known as “Dia states.”

TSLAC commitment
to Dia as a priority in
2015.
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Dia’s Mission

« Dia’s mission is to spread “bookjoy” every day by
linking children from all cultures with books, and
celebrating together on and around April 30.

« The Dia goals are to honor children and their
cultures and languages, to foster literacy, and to
promote library collections and programs that
reflect America’s plurality.
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History of Dia

Grew out of Children’s Day (started in 1925)
~ Tradition in Mexico and many other countries
— Various dates in different countries
1996 Pat Mora adds books and literacy
REFORMA endorses Dia
+ 1997 1% celebrations in Tucson, EI Paso, and Austin
1998 TSLAC staff produce first library booklet
2000 Austin Public Library wins first Mora Award
2001 El Paso Public Library wins second Mora Award
2001 ALSC endorses Dia
2003 TLA develops Dia Toolkit
2004 ALSC becomes permanent home for Dia
2016 is 20" Anniversary
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Acquiring Language

Research demonstrates that + 6,800 languages in the
children who participate in world!
culturally and Child is born with a

linguistically diverse brain that doesn’t know
literacy activities at home, which language it will
in school, and in the learn.

community are more
successful readers.

Need opportunities to
use languages, hear
words, say words.

Our ability to learn

languages is most adept up

until about 4" grade.

Why Bilingual?

Bilingual brain focuses attention on what's important
and ignores distraction.

Bilingual brain is more efficient and more nimble.

More flexibility in thinking, greater sensitivity to
language, and a better ear for listening

Enhances our ability to communicate with people we
would otherwise not know.

Reduces cognitive decline as we age. Active brain.

We Speak a Lot of Languages!
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But I Don’t Speak [Fill in the Language]!

. books by il from that culture

« Incorporate books that positively feature characters from
other cultures

Choose books that have some words from the language in
the text

Choose bilingual books and read the English, while
pointing out that text in another language is also included
Use songs in the language and/or bilingual movement
songs, rhymes and fingerplays

Offer tandem programming with community volunteers

Why Start Your Dia?

Language learning supports academic achievement, provides
cc?nlllve benefits, and affects attitudes and beliefs about other
cultures,

Children are more apt to learn a second language from 6 months
to 6 years of age.

Being bilingual provides students with more flexibility in
l?lli“kmg, greater sensitivity to language and better listening
skills.

Bilingualism is like adding more RAM to your hard drive.

Diverse ions comprise a
country’s population.

We all have cultural and linguistic heritage.

p of our

Make Dia a regular part of programming

Include in regularly observed literacy promotion
event like Teen Read Week, Children’s Book Week,
and Drop Everything and Read Day (D.E.A.R).
Move beyond the library community

Incorporate other “literacies™ into programming
— Health literacy

— Financial literacy

— Digital literacy

Reach beyond the Latino community to other
cultures and languages

Brand other cultural programs as part of Dia
celebrations

— Holidays

— Community events
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When? ﬂ

Dia de los nifios/
Dia de los libros

Book Fiesta
Tie-in with other

« Dia de los Jovenes/Dia celebrations
de los Libros = Youth — Poetry Month
Day/Book Day — Children’s Book Week
+ Semana de los Jovenes — Celtic Festival
(Week of Youth) — Teen Tech Week
— Soorya Festival
« Pick a date that works
for you
Every day can be a Dia day! « Celebrate all year round
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Doing Dia Right

What is El dia de los ninos/El dia
de los libros?

Dia now and in the future

Cultural Compentencies

Reaching the Community
Programming—in Public Libraries

L. . .
.‘:.7':'3:';;1 Programm»lng—m Schools
5 + Best Practices
+ Resources
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Start Right
« Know what you want = Community
to do involvement
« Know why you want  « Keep notes. If you
todo it can’t use an idea this
« Planning outline year, save it!
« Administrative « Start small and build
support up.

Ask for help.

Partnerships
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Dia Celebrations

Can take place in schools, libraries,
church basements, and fairgrounds
Caninclude:

~ Author/lllustrator appearances
Bilingual or multilingual
storytelling

Community volunteers reading
Book fairs

Arts and crafts

Music

Dramatic performances
Picnics

Book displays

Book giveaways

What is Diversity?

“A point of difference.”

— Language e
— Culture
— Ethnicity
— Heritage
‘.‘n-to Netratt Own e

DIA=Diversity in Action

WE NEED

W2 DIVERSE a8

IFYOU % | READTHIS
LIKED hed NEXT
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« Cinco Punto Press, http://www.cincopuntos.com
* Lee & Low, https://www.leeandlow.com/

« Arte Pablico, https://artepublicopress.com/

« Groundwood, http://groundwoodbooks.com/

Add Dia to What You Are Doing

Preschool Storytime
Afterschool Programs
Holiday Celebrations

Traditional Library
Celebrations

*World languages
«Cultural
programming
*Holidays from other
countries
*Multilingual
components

Spanish/Bilingual Storytime

Use simpler books if you
are not fluent

Use counting, colors, food
Display the book in
Spanish if you read it in
English

Select books written
and/or illustrated by
members of the
community
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+ Use music
« Print out the rhymes
« Use flannel boards
+ Media helps

— Youtube

- DVD

— Audio CDs
« Puppets

Buenas noches, buenas noches,
<Como esta? ; Como esta?

Muy bien, gracias. Muy bien gracias.
£ Y usted? ¢ Y usted?
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World Language Storytime

« Pio Pio: A Traditional &

Italian Nursery Song
« Pizza for the Queen
« Craft: Paper pizza

www.infanzia.com/divertiamoci/

www.mamalisa.com
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__q__. sharing stories, sharing culture

st Aot _pAvLES L

HGHLIGHTS Storytime Ideas
25 ey Cross Culural

Astan Pacitic Amerscan
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Simultaneous Readings

« Large format

« Brief text on each page

« Bold pictures

+ Available in multiple
languages

Spla'sh!

Provide books to
participants in advance.
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ﬁm’ World Storytelling Day
] March 20

National Storytelling
Network
www.storynet.org/

Fairy Tales Are Universal

* Mel’s Desk
http://melissa.depperfamily.net/blog/

Domitila
£ 9

Story Origins
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Stor;
Cove.

Welcome to a World of Stories!
Folktales from Around the Globe.
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Gardening Program

« The Ugly Vegetables
by Grace Lin

« Lasemillade
zanahoria by Ruth
Krauss

+ Demonstration: Foods
from different cultures

« Craft: Hershey Kiss
Rosebuds
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Holi: The Festival of Colors

Here Comes Holi: The Festival
of Colors by Meenal Pandya
Holi (Rookie Read-About
Holidays) by Uma
Krishnaswami

My Hindu Year (A Year of
Religious Festivals) by Cath
Senker

Serve brightly colored Mango
Lassi and Indian food
Invite dancers
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Big Celebrations

« All day or multi-day
* Require more planning
« Involve partners
— Media
— Schools
— Organizations
« Delegate work
+ Double check

Slide 35

Incorporate Dia Into Other Celebrations

http://2015chasescalen  « Author Birthdays

darofevents.com/ Pat Mora 1/19
« http://daybydaysc.org/ + Holidays
— April Fool’s
P o — Mother Language Day (2/21)
M — Read-Aloud Day (3/3)
~ Int'nl Literacy Day (9/8)
¥ 3“ + Celebrations
bt %, i Music Month
o) AR — Poetry Month
< g 5
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Children’s Book Week

« Emphasize books from all of
the countries represented in
your community.

« Work with the national theme
but modify if necessary.

« Connect to Dia celebration;
one leads to the other.

* May 4-10, 2015
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De Hockey (French)
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Resources

http://heritage.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/USL-
Bilingual-Storytime-for-Gringos-Formats.pdf
www.talkstorytogether.org/
http://daybydaysc.org/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org
www.storycove.com/

www.tumblebooks.com
http://2015chasescalendarofevents.com/

« TSLAC Booklet https://www.tsl.texa: html

+ ALSC Dia Family Book Club http://dia.ala.org/content/start-book-club

Dia Resources

ALSC Dia Resource Guide
http://dia.ala.org/si i i ide.pdf

TLA Toolkit http:/www.texasdia.org/toolkit. html

Pat Mora’s Page http://patmora.wpengine.com/whats-dia/

ALSC Building STEAM Booklists http://www.ala.org/alsc/2015-
building-steam-dia-book-lists

Dwers‘ty Q
ChOn
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Dia Family Book Club program named 2014 USBBY Bridge to

Understanding Award Winner
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Books

El dfa de los niftos/E| dia de los libros: Building a
Culture of Literacy in Your Community through Dia

Mulicultural Programs for Tweens
and Teens

Celebrating Cuentos: Promoting Latino Chidren's
Literature and Literacy in Classrooms and
Libraries.

The concepts remain....

Libraries promote the power of books and
reading to change lives for all children with
an emphasis on bilingual and
multicultural children.

Every day can be a great dia!

Questions? More information?

Jeanette Larson,

Today is 2 new Dial




