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Program Ideas

Texas Teens Read! Manual
https://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ld/projects/ttr/2012/index.html
Get a Clue!

The elementary section of the manual has some great ideas you could use with teens. Go to the “Monsterology” , “The Art of Detection”, and “In the Forensic Lab” chapters.

https://www.tsl.state.tx.us/ld/projects/trc/2012/index.html
Collaborative Summer Library Programs

Texas is now a member of this Collaborative. The teen manual “Own the Night” has all kinds of programming ideas you could this year to complement the Texas theme. It is a wonderful resource. Go to the website. Set up an account. Go to “Shop Now”. In the search box type “manual”.  It is $12 for the complete manual which has programming for Babies – Adults. 

http://www.cslpreads.org/
Buy Books, Get a Discount on Texas Authors and Illustrators

Overlooked Books specializes in hard to find, small press, regional titles - and they bind them. They have, among other titles , virtually every Texas related title and feature the Texas Authors and Illustrators. They give 5% back on these titles to spend in the gift store. Overlooked Books is now going after the easier and more profitable books - Capstone, Heinemann, Abdo, Gareth Stevens, Rosen, Rourke...etc. Instead of paying a rep 20% to sell the books, Overlooked Books is giving 20% back to the librarian, if she doesn't mind putting her order together. This 20% can be spent in the gift store, on more books or library visits from one of the Texas Authors or Illustrators. For more information contact Pat Anderson, 888-463-1169.

http://www.overlookedbooks.com/
Support Resources

Edible Insects

This is my favorite source for Cricket & Larva Licket Lollipops , Crick-ettes, Larvets, Scorpion Pops, and  Worm Snax  - For a mere $2 plus shipping you can get about 40 – 50 worms. One for everyone. Yum!

http://www.teachersource.com/BiologyLifeScience/InsectCandy.aspx?Utm_source=Google&utm_medium=CPC&utm_term=default&utm_campaign=BiologyLIfeSci&utm_content=Insect&gclid=CKfY7fH27a0CFU9ntgodK1hr7g
Future Me

Send a letter to yourself in the future.
http://www.futureme.org/
Geocaching

Find tips and locations for geocaches around the world.
http://www.geocaching.com/
Ghost Radar App

$.99

This was the app recommended by a person who has used many of the ghost finder apps out there.

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/ghost-radar/id314696635?mt=8
Homemade Fake Blood

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gB5wOAAMuD0&feature=related
Murder Mystery

Lisa Youngblood from Harker Heights Public Library talks about putting on a murder mystery for teens. Lisa is a coauthor of the chapter “The Body in the Billiard Room” found in the Texas Teens Read! Manual 2012.

http://youtu.be/25FNVSi78hI
Shrinking Chip Bag

This is an interesting science based activity. It does require on old microwave.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Bcfp5_8bz4&feature=relmfu
Skewer Through Balloon

Learn how to solve this mystery.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO8OGkhsX6M&feature=related
Texas Authors of Vampire Books

· Cynthia Leitich Smith – Author of “Tantalize”, “Eternal”, and “Blessed”
http://www.cynthialeitichsmith.com
· Jason Henderson -- Alex Van Helsing Series
SKYPE! Jason will do affordable programs through Skype.

http://jasonhenderson.com/
Crafts
Water-Bottle Wine Glass

http://www.instructables.com/id/CD-Art/
Plastic Cup Speakers

Put one plastic cup on top of and perpendicular to another, and connect them with a toothpick. Cut a hole in the bottom of the top cup and insert an ear bud from mp3player. Repeat steps 1 and 2 for stereo.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yfkL9maAk1o
http://www.ehow.com/how_6630889_make-homemade-speakers-plastic-cup.html
Inner tube crafts

http://eyesaflame.blogspot.com/2008/03/double-demo-part-1-recycled-bike-inner.html
http://www.katu.com/amnw/segments/19026849.html
http://www.5min.com/Video/How-to-Make-Inner-Tube-Bracelets-251427001
http://www.etsy.com/search_results.php?search_type=all&includes[0]=tags&search_query=inner+tube+jewelry&ref=related&page=1
http://www.craftster.org/forum/index.php?topic=256011.msg2859371#msg2859371
Tin Poetry

http://familycrafts.about.com/od/alteredartandcollage/ss/Poetry_Magnet_Craft.htm
Paper Beads

http://www.instructables.com/id/How-to-Make-Paper-Beads/
http://www.ehow.com/how_2078295_make-paper-beads.html
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-Paper-Beads
Make Freaky Eyeballs

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L5KIpho8iI0&feature=related
Magnetic Pen Holder
http://crafts.kaboose.com/magnetic-pen-holder.html
Crafts 

HYPERLINK "http://crafts.kaboose.com/crafts-for-teens.html"Kaboose
http://crafts.kaboose.com/crafts-for-teens.html
Paper Mache Venetian Mask
http://video.about.com/familycrafts/How-to-Create-a-Paper-Mache-Mask.htm

Jar Luminaries
http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/crafts-by-material/recyclable-projects/deck-the-halls-1030119/5/
Design Your Own Pinball
http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/crafts-by-material/recyclable-projects/design-your-own-pinball-machine-919500/
Newsprint Basket
http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/crafts-by-material/recyclable-projects/easy-weave-newsprint-basket-858559/
Recycled Plastic Beads
http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/crafts-by-material/recyclable-projects/make-plastic-beads-1002430/
Free and Volunteer Presenters
Much of this information was created by the amazing Suzan Nyfeler. Thank you Suzan! 

· CTLS Performers List. Go to the CTLS website at http://www.ctls.net/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/PerformerList.pdf  The list includes FREE programs like health & safety programs through various state agencies, fire department, university & college speakers bureaus, county extension offices, state parks, police and Scouts.

· State parks.  Most have educational programs.  Ask if they’ll hold one in your library – or at least a demo.  They can advertise their activities at your library and can tell folks about the library when they hold their events at the park. 

· County Road Crew. Hold a “large equipment petting zoo” where kids get to look at dumpsters, road graders, bobcats, etc.  Road crews never get asked to do this and are usually delighted to be asked. 

· Scout groups. Boy Scouts (camping, canoeing, setting up a tent, cooking, bike safety) or Girl Scouts (I’m not as familiar with them but they have lots to offer) 

· Church puppet groups. Avoid religious stories. 

· High school groups. FFA, drama department, music (band, choir), science clubs, robotics...  Talk to the high school counselor to see if any groups of kiddos need service hours and can showcase their talent. 

· Local business demonstrations. Businesses may be interested in showcasing their classes like karate, yoga, dance, outdoor activities, and hardware stores (basic tool info is very cool).  Check your Chamber of Commerce directory for ideas.

· Local museums. You could provide a program there and they could bring one to the library 

· Partner with local events. Contact them to see if their special performers/talents can come to the library the same day.  

· College speaker’s bureaus – Many have free speakers, most for adults but some for children/teens. 

· Organizations and Clubs. Think of organizations and nonprofits that are in your community. Some examples include Greyhound Rescue, other animal rescue groups, wheelchair athletes, amateur astronomers, rock collectors, and gardening clubs.

· Community Members and Patrons. You may have people in your community that would love to come and share their interests and expertise. Some subjects could include martial arts, travelogue, bonsai, flower arranging, cake decorating, bicycle repair, skateboarding, history, chess, or art.







