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1.and 2.
Discussion of comments from webpage/final recommendations
§1.71:  Definition of Population Served
The group reviewed the comments and is not recommending changes to the rules, other than changing “expended” to “allocated” to update the language in sub-rule 6 to reflect how the State Library applies that rule.

The group then discussed the proposed change to use Census data from 2 years previous, rather than the most current available, as the rule now states.  The State Library did additional analysis and the proposed change will be difficult to administrate and the data does not indicate that there will be a significant advantage to changing the process.  The group discussed how Census estimates population using formulas between decennials, so sudden increases or decreases in population will only be reflected with a decennial census.  The task force removed the proposed change and the population will continue to be assigned using the most current Census data available.
§1.72:  Public Library Service
The group reviewed and discussed the comments and is recommending the rule as currently edited.
§1.73:  Public Library:  Legal Establishment
The group reviewed the one comment and is not recommending changes to this rule.
§1.74:  Local Operating Expenditures
The group reviewed and the discussed the comments.  It was noted that there were many comments and concern on several levels.
The group noted that there is a lot of confusion regarding the proposed $150,000 and $17.50 per capita exemption level.  The task force is recommending that the exemption language be separate and that it is more obvious that this is an exemption amount and not a required amount.  

The group next discussed the comments concerning raising the minimum local expenditures from $10,650 to 18,000, $21,000 and then 24,000. The State Library provided the taskforce with an updated analysis on libraries that may be affected, based on the local fiscal year 2013 data.  The group reviewed the new data.  Based on the new data, as well as an acknowledgment that there is great concern among the public libraries, the group is recommending reduced increases in the per capita minimum local expenditures.  The first increase, set for Local Fiscal Year 2016, will be to $15,000.  At that level, there will be very few currently accredited libraries that will not meet that level since many are very close to that minimum.  The LFY2019 recommended increase will be $18,000 and the final recommended increase will be to $21,000 in LFY2022.
The libraries that may not meet these increases are very close to meeting those minimums currently and the task force believes this will be an incentive for increased support on the local level for those libraries.
§1.75:  Public Library:  Nondiscrimination
The group reviewed and discussed the comments, particularly regarding the inconsistency between the rule and the form that public libraries sign.  The Texas State Library staff will look into and update any the wording and/or form to align with current state and federal requirements.

§1.77:  Public Library: Local Government Support
The group reviewed and discussed the comments and noted the confusion regarding the exemption amounts of $150,000 and $17.50 per capita being mistaken for minimums.  The task force is recommending that the exemption language be separate and that it is more obvious that this is an exemption amount and not a required amount.
§1.79:  Provisional Accreditation of Library

The group reviewed the comment.  No recommended changes.
§1.80:  Probational Accreditation of Library
No comments and no recommended changes.
§1.81:  Quantitative Standards for Accreditation of Library
The group reviewed and discussed the comments.  They reviewed the updated analysis on the proposed minimum increases.  It was noted that most libraries that may be affected are either unaccredited or are part of a federated library system.  There does not seem to be a widespread potential impact in raising the per capita minimums, as proposed.
The analysis also indicated that 124 public libraries already spend more than 15% of their local operating expenditures on their collections, including 114 accredited libraries.  This seems to be a more reasonable level for the collection criteria.
The task force is recommending the rule, and its subparts, as currently edited.
§1.82:  Accreditation Based on Current Operating Budget
No comments and no recommended changes.
§1.83:  Other Requirements
The group reviewed and discussed the comments.  They noted the concern regarding the electronic catalog.  While the proposed rule only states it needs to be electronic, TSLAC can work with them to get catalogs online.
The task force is recommending the rule, and its subparts, as currently edited.
§1.84:  Professional Librarian
The group reviewed and discussed the comments.  The group noted the confusion over some of the terminology.  They discussed the fifth year bachelor degree but TSLAC staff pointed out the language should remain as is, in order to accommodate anyone still working in field with that degree.
§1.85:  Annual Report
The group reviewed and discussed the comments.  No recommended changes

3.  Next steps
TSLAC will update the proposed criteria changes and send out a new version to the task force for review.  Those will then go out to the public library community as final proposed recommendations by the Task Force.  They will also go out to the standards task force.
The proposed changes will need to be on the agenda at Annual Assembly to be presented and ask for acceptance.   The proposals for the TLA standards will also go to the TLA council.


TSLAC intends to take proposed rule changes to the August 1 Commission meeting.
