Accreditation Task Force Meeting/Conference Call
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1. Review current minimum accreditation criteria

Part of the group met at the Hyatt Regency in Austin and part of the group participated via conference call.

13 TAC 1.71, Definition of Population Served.  The discussion included a demonstration of the population workbooks generated by State Library staff each year to assign population using the population rules.  The group was concerned about population assignment when one library in a county ceased to report to the State Library and its impact on the other libraries.  Libraries can use 13 TAC 1.71(10) to appeal county population assignment.

The consensus of the group was that the population rules will remain as they are but that State Library staff need to address how to better educate public libraries regarding their population assignments.

13 TAC 1.72, Public Library Service.  Language regarding the regional library systems in part b needs to be removed.  There was a lot of discussion regarding what needs to be included and updating of language.  The group decided to form a sub-committee to address this rule.  Co-chair Dale Fleeger (Weatherford) and taskforce members Katherine Brown (Baytown), Meller Langford (Houston), and Adolfo Garcia (Pharr) agreed to review this rule and come back to the larger group with recommendations.
13 TAC 1.73, Public Library: Legal Establishment.  The group agreed there would be no changes to this rule.

13 TAC 1.74, Local Operating Expenditures (Maintenance of Effort).  The group would like the State Library to provide statistical information on how many public libraries meet the criteria, are exempt from the criteria, and how many are barely meeting the criteria.  Some of the group thought the minimum local expenditure of $10,650 was too low.  Once the analysis is available, the group will have further discussions.
13 TAC 1.75, Nondiscrimination.  The group charged the State Library to insure that the language is up-to-date with applicable state statutes regarding nondiscrimination.

13 TAC 1.79. No changes.

13 TAC 1.80. No changes.

13 TAC 1.77, Public Library: Local Government Support.  Due to time constraints, the group opted to leave the discussion on this criteria for its next meeting.
13 TAC 1.81, Quantitative Standards for Accreditation of Library.   The group requested that the State Library provide additional statistical information on the status of libraries regarding the criteria here, particularly the per capita expenditures, and provide the group some scenarios for increasing the minimum per capita expenditures and how that would affect the public libraries. Once the analysis is available, the group will have further discussions.

The group had some discussion about a possible meeting in Austin in the fall for everyone to meet face-to-face to continue the review.  A decision on that will be made sometime in August or early September.

