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What this session covers

Finding Newspapers in Libraries
Including the newspaper collections at TSLAC

Finding Newspapers Online
Newspaper databases and directories

What’s in a Newspaper?
How they can help with your research

The information in this presentation is also available on 
our website at www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/newspapers

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/newspapers


What’s in a newspaper?

Image: Baggarly, H. M. The Tulia Herald, (Tulia, Tex.), November 12, 1970. Newspaper. University of North Texas Libraries, The 
Portal to Texas History. https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth506834/ (accessed July 13, 2020).

• Announcements:
Births, deaths, weddings, obituaries, 
accidents, and other events of 
significance

• Feature articles
• News about local events, disasters, and 

families
• Business advertisements
• Legal notices
• Editorials and speeches

https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth506834/


Finding Newspapers Online

• Search by name or keyword and filter results by 
date, location, or newspaper title. 

• Some databases include images of the actual 
newspapers and some are text only.

• Print or save digital copies or pages or clippings 
from database.

• Subscription databases may be available online for 
free through your local library.



Subscription Newspaper Databases
TSLAC subscribes to the Texas editions of 
Newspapers.com and Newspaper Archive digitized 
newspaper collections. Remote access and expanded 
coverage is available with an individual subscription.
newspapers.com 
newspaperarchive.com

We also have access to Newspaper Source Plus
full-text newspapers through the TexShare
Database program. TexShare Databases are 
available to registered users of participating 
libraries. 
www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/databases

Check with your local library about their newspaper subscription databases.

https://newspaperarchive.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/
https://newspaperarchive.com/
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/databases
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/databases


Free Newspaper Databases

Chronicling America Historic American Newspapers, a joint 
project of the Library of Congress and the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. Includes a collection of 
digitized historic American newspapers from 1789-1963. 
Includes searchable, digitized images of several Texas and 
ethnic newspapers.

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

The Portal to Texas History's Texas Digital Newspaper 
Program, hosted by the University of North Texas. Includes 
digitized images of historical and recent Texas newspapers. 
Search by keyword and filter results by location, time period 
or newspaper title. 
texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
https://texashistory.unt.edu/explore/collections/TDNP/


Searching Newspaper Databases
Include key terms in a keyword search. For example, a search for “William Smith 

obituaries” will return more relevant results than a search for “William Smith”. 

Search for specific phrases, alternate spellings, nicknames, initials, and common 
abbreviations such as “Wm.” for “William”. 

Search for female ancestors under a husband’s name, for example “Mrs. William 
Smith” or “Mrs. W. E. Smith”. 

OCR text transcriptions are not always accurate. Use the information you already 
have to filter or browse newspapers page by page instead.

Look for videos and tutorials in each database’s help section for tips and tricks!



Finding Newspapers in Libraries

• Look for print and microform newspaper collections 
in local libraries and archives.

• Browse individual issues on-site at your library.
• Print or save digital copies or ask about remote copy 

services. 
• Check for newspaper clippings in vertical file 

collections. 



Texas State Library and Archives newspaper collections 
include online subscriptions, plus microfilm and original 
format newspapers. Check our Newspaper Research 
webpage for title lists and access options.
www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/newspapers

Briscoe Center for American History newspaper 
collections include Texas, Southern, U.S., and non-U.S. 
titles on microfilm and in print at the University of Texas-
Austin. Contact the Center directly for information about 
their collections and services. 
www.cah.utexas.edu/research/newspapers.php

Microfilm and Print Newspapers

OCLC WorldCat lists microfilm and print 
newspapers in libraries close to you.
www.worldcat.org

http://www.tsl.texas.gov/ref/newspapers
http://www.cah.utexas.edu/research/newspapers.php
http://www.worldcat.org/


Newspaper Directories

Texas Press Association Newspapers. An online 
directory of current Texas newspapers and their 
contact information. Sort by city, title, or county.
www.texaspress.com/newspapers-city-ascending

Chronicling America US Newspaper Directory, 1690-
present, produced by the National Digital Newspaper 
Program (NDNP). Online directory search by keyword, 
location, dates, and more. Individual listings include 
frequency, coverage, and library holdings information.

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles

http://www.texaspress.com/newspapers-city-ascending
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/


Newspaper Directories
N. W. Ayer & Son newspaper directories published in 
the late-19th and mid-20th centuries. Find US 
newspapers and periodicals by state and city, or 
alphabetically by newspaper title. Includes 
information about a newspaper’s frequency, 
language, political affiliation, and notes on audience 
by religion or race. 

Image: N. W. Ayer & Son. American Newspaper Annual, 1881. PDF file. Library of Congress. 
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015078068890 (accessed July 13, 2020).

• Early editions have been digitized to view and search by keyword, available 
through the Library of Congress and the Portal to Texas History.
loc.gov/rr/news/news_research_tools/ayersdirectory.html
digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/NPRS/browse

• TSLAC also has print copies available for onsite use. 
Check our catalog for years covered and availability.
www.tsl.texas.gov/catalog

https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015078068890
https://loc.gov/rr/news/news_research_tools/ayersdirectory.html
https://digital.library.unt.edu/explore/collections/NPRS/browse/
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/catalog


Texas State Library and Archives Commission (TSLAC)
1201 Brazos Street, Austin, TX 78701
P.O. Box 12927, Austin, TX 78711
512-463-5455
ref@tsl.texas.gov
www.tsl.texas.gov
Check our website for information about our status

Sam Houston Research Library and Research Center
650 FM 1011, Liberty, TX 77575
P.O. Box 310, Liberty, TX 77575
936-336-8821
SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
www.tsl.texas.gov/shc

Contact Us!
Like & Follow Us 

mailto:ref@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/services
mailto:SamHoustonCenter@tsl.texas.gov
http://www.tsl.texas.gov/shc
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