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We are:

 Catherine Bell

 Infrastructure Archivist, 

March 2016

 MSIS, UT-Austin, May 2014

 Liz O'Brien

 State Parks Archivist, 
August 2015

 MSIS, UMSI, May 2015

Eisenhower State Park



Roadmap 

 Record teams in TPWD 
structure

 Problem: Siloed Collections

 Strategies

 Problem: Digital Records 

Management

 Strategies

 Advancing Partnership

Texas State Parks Board
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Siloed Collections
 Division needs generally keep materials separate

 Rely on institutional knowledge

 SP and INF physical collection materials share storage and work area

 Discussing ways to share collections among staff to meet cross-
divisional needs

 Portfolio!

Big Bend Ranch State Park





Metadata



Big Bend Ranch State Park







Digital Records Management

 Staff want everything available digitally

 Both of our roles have a records management 

component to directly aid staff

 Learning what is required and teaching staff 

best practices

 Immediate and constant requests for digital 
RM help

 Construction Records and Staff 

Expectations

TPWD Headquarters



Infrastructure: Construction Records

 Various obstacles

 File formats

 File naming

 Long-term retention

 Sharing with external users

Davis Mountains State Park



Infrastructure: Construction Records

 Construction Project Management System

 Continued use of PDF for stable file formats

 Encourage staff to create and use better file naming 
standards

 Sharing with external users via the system

 Working towards long-term retention and retrieval of records



Infrastructure: 

Staff Expectations

 Growth in cloud-based systems

 Office365 and OneDrive

 Reduction of paper

 Limiting reproduction of 

contract documents

 Update terms of contracts for 
deliverables

 Born-digital documents as 
primary record

TPWD Headquarters



Conclusions

 It takes research

 Keep going despite obstacles

 Share your efforts

Enchanted Rock State Natural Area



Advancing 

Partnership

 We have big picture ideas for 
both divisions

 We are growing our network 

internally

 Ask an Archivist Day on 10/2

Buescher State Park



 Catherine.bell@tpwd.texas.gov  Liz.obrien@tpwd.texas.gov


