
(Insert Site Name) Becomes Talking Book Demonstration Site
(Insert site name) announces that it is a new demonstration site for the Texas Talking Book Program (TBP), a free library service for people who cannot read standard print because of visual, physical, or reading disabilities, whether permanent or temporary. All equipment and services are free, including return postage. (Insert site name) has a digital player and cartridge for demonstration, as well as information about TBP, including brochures and applications. 
TBP is a division of the Texas State Library and Archives Commission. Since 1931, TBP has participated as a regional library of the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, a division of the Library of Congress. TBP was named Network Library of the Year for 2011 by the Library of Congress. 
TBP serves approximately 15,000 readers by processing between 8,000 and 10,000 books on an average weekday. In fiscal year 2012, TBP circulated over 850,000 books and magazines to its readers, with an average monthly circulation of 71,571 titles.
Most of the readers are over 65 years old, including at least 50 patrons who are 100 years old or older. Young, school age readers also participate. Census data shows that out of a state population of approximately 26 million people, over 615,000 Texans could be eligible for this service. By law, the Talking Book Program gives preference to eligible veterans.
Books are available in large print, Braille, digital cartridge, and as downloads. TBP provides players to use with recordings. Here’s a sample of people who participate in the Talking Book Program.

· A man with macular degeneration reads books in large print.
· A woman who cannot hold a book reads short stories on digital cartridges.
· A veteran who is blind reads Braille books.
· A junior high school student downloads novels for English class to her computer,
 transfers them to a flash drive, and reads them on the TBP digital player.

The National Library Service contracts with professional narrators to record books and magazines. TBP also produces books to supplement the national collection. Volunteers record about 40 books a year, including some in Spanish. Volunteers in Austin and Midland also record three magazines: Texas Monthly, Texas Highways, and Texas Parks and Wildlife.

Readers may select from 80,000 books and 50 magazines. Many books and some magazines are available in Spanish. Reader consultants, some of whom are bilingual, are available to suggest books and answer questions. The collection has both fiction and non-fiction categories such as mysteries, Westerns, science fiction, romances, history, biography, cookbooks, how-to books, and nutrition. TBP refers readers to other organizations that offer textbooks and newspapers.
Visit (Insert site name) to get more information and try out the digital audio player. Or, call the Talking Book Program directly at 1-800-252-9605, click on the website www.TexasTalkingBooks.org or send an e-mail to tbp.services@tsl.texas.gov.
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