
 
Virtual Resources 

 
 

NOTE: Many of the entertainment and educational links in this document may 
not be accessible to people with various levels of vision or hearing impairment.  

 
COVID Information: 
CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html 

World Health Organization (WHO): https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-
coronavirus-2019/events-as-they-happen 

John Hopkins: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/  

National Institutes of Health: https://www.nih.gov/health-information/coronavirus  

COVID-19 Information for counties in Central Texas: 
Austin / Travis county: 
https://austin.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/39e4f8d4acb043
3baae6d15a931fa984  
This site also allows you to see how many cases and deaths are in Texas, the 
U.S., and the world 
Williamson county: 
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ae30cf23f70b40fda5a4804e7601eee9  
Hay’s County: 
https://hayscountytx.com/covid-19-information-for-hays-county-residents/  

  
 
Scams / Myths: 
Be Careful Where You Get Your News: 
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/be-careful-where-you-get-your-news-about-
coronavirus-
2020020118801?utm_source=Next+Avenue+Email+Newsletter&utm_campaign=5452
ad9b40-
3.19.2020_Thursday_NewsletterGA&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_056a405b5a-
5452ad9b40-165115293&mc_cid=5452ad9b40&mc_eid=eacbf7daf2   
 
From the Federal Trade Commission:  
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/coronavirus-scams-what-ftc-doing 
To sign up for 
alerts: https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USFTCCONSUMER/subscriber/new?to
pic_id=USFTCCONSUMER_8 
 
AARP Fraud Prevention Line: 877-908-3360 
https://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/helpline.html  
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Entertainment: 
Activities and Resources for Older Adults and Caregivers – compiled by AGE of 
Central Texas: https://ageofcentraltx.org/index.php/activities-caregivers-and-care-
recipients-can-share-at-home/  
 
Austin Parks & Recreation 50+ You Tube Channel for exercise / yoga: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelTMMBW0YOTeBa7uwNrMNYM0LBYv46el  
 
Broadway Plays and Musicals: 
https://www.playbill.com/article/15-broadway-plays-and-musicals-you-can-watch-on-
stage-from-
home?fbclid=IwAR0zT6MlUvWl4laMPcIIACMrKSFA8LUuGPHIZ1gQNQmUQcTmjP5b
7CiokfA  
 
Coloring books from museums: 
http://www.openculture.com/2019/02/download-free-coloring-books-from-113-
museums.html?fbclid=IwAR2DTM6xDnbTD6S-
fv6YyBBBJJwRyIGVPMyX8QO0k8LwlKxTaPMESEnqgMk  
 
English National Ballet 
Full length ballets streaming for 48 hours 
https://www.youtube.com/user/enballet  
 
Frank Lloyd Wright Virtual Tours 
https://www.dezeen.com/2020/04/07/frank-lloyd-wright-sites-virtual-tours-coronavirus/  
 
Harry Potter at Home Hub 
https://www.wizardingworld.com/collections/harry-potter-at-home 
Includes celebrities reading chapters from the book series 
Audio book chapters also available on Spotify 
 
Houston zoo Facebook Live stories 
https://www.houstonzoo.org/bringing-the-zoo-to-you/ 
New one every weekday morning at 11 am 
 
Lake Marble Falls virtual tour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=npoqZOtqFBs 
 
LeVar Burton reads stories live on Twitter 
https://www.kvue.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/reading-rainbow-host-levar-
burton-to-read-stories-live-on-twitter/269-e7a662c8-1d41-4b9f-b07e-
7af3d53ce453?fbclid=IwAR0WItXiABGAv_ndWUkob3dzQfgxQ3bob7d04jOgFfR6Ccm
DYD15fEgOmX0  
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Live Virtual Concerts: 
https://www.npr.org/2020/03/17/816504058/a-list-of-live-virtual-concerts-to-watch-
during-the-coronavirus-shutdown?fbclid=IwAR0ib2B7T-wuD-y7bDn5DpXPbL-
xoy_S0fV53_r_aOn4Kr268lT486x5bzc  
 
Metropolitan Opera  
Free nightly web streams 
https://www.metopera.org/  
 
Online Hogwarts Classes 
http://www.hogwartsishere.com/courses/  
 
Open Culture 
Free movies online 
http://www.openculture.com/freemoviesonline?fbclid=IwAR15tT0HOPyuSSmUynecBD
D-cyuWyL6Kmpc10po4L6yWpjHf_2ry0cl99JQ  
 
PBS Texas Parks & Wildlife YouTube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL56C3506BBE979C1B 
 
Science Mill, Johnson City virtual site 
https://www.sciencemill.org/explorer-zone 
 
Shows Must Go On 
Each week Andrew Lloyd Webber will release a musical for free viewing on YouTube. 
Each musical will be available for 48 hours. 
https://www.youtube.com/theshowsmustgoon  
 
South Padre Island virtual tour 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gU4UXpxfEWU 
 
The Unlonely Project 
Stuck at Home (Together) 
Opportunities for Creative Outlets 
https://artandhealing.org/ 
 
Museums:  
American Writer’s Museum 
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=american+writer%27s+museum 
https://americanwritersmuseum.org/  
A virtual tour of the museum, plus story times, author interviews, and virtual exhibits 
 
Ghibli Museum Tour (Japan) 
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd1b2TUlpmDLU7YpPu889Lg/videos 
 
Italian museums: 
https://anamericaninrome.com/wp/2020/03/italy-museums-visit-for-free-
online/?fbclid=IwAR0jtMbiBt-0yqp-po-
pe8Nz_lcOj7d8vEHdx6JJdhqGfl3WAHtSqCOsNGw  
 
Louvre 
https://www.louvre.fr/en/visites-en-ligne  
 
Museum of Modern Art 
Free online classes: https://www.coursera.org/moma 
Virtual Views: https://www.moma.org/magazine/articles/267 (new exhibit every Thursda 
 
National Museum of the Pacific War in Fredericksburg virtual tour 
https://www.pacificwarmuseum.org/ 
 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture 
https://nmaahc.si.edu/explore/collection  
 
Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History 
https://naturalhistory.si.edu/visit/virtual-tour  
 
Vatican Museums 
http://www.museivaticani.va/content/museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/tour-virtuali-
elenco.html  
 
Tools for Virtual Tours:  
Museum tours Google Arts and Culture 
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner?hl=en  
 
Tourist Tube 
https://www.touristtube.com/360-landmarks-virtual-tour  
 
Xplorit 
https://www.xplorit.com/ 
 
Educational (Adults and Children):  
American Sign Language lessons (ASL) with Dr. Red Jenn 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLS8SE2qsA2WNwYEuytWh0NCvcUN-
01yau&fbclid=IwAR1u3TJICS_v61zEZa8J5rBBW7ZpkMPh21UY7yCIow5a_q4-
K6xG3yI0dcw  
 
Audible Kids 
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https://stories.audible.com/discovery?fbclid=IwAR3pn8ePPgGF3YXC6bdqzC_iFxmSP
7FQlOM_ss8yqwrrBseNc6nS2KQkmSw 
Free stories. You do not have to be registered with Audible.  
 
Cincinnati Zoo Facebook weekly livestreams:  
https://www.facebook.com/cincinnatizoo/photos/a.96076385478/10158043842200479/
?type=3&theater  
 
College Students Tutoring K-12 Kids: 
https://gopeer.org/  
 
Coursera 
https://www.coursera.org/ 
Free and for a fee courses 
 
Disney Bedtime Hotline 
1-877-7-MICKEY 
 
Educational Companies Offering Free Subscriptions during COVID-19 Shutdown: 
https://kidsactivitiesblog.com/135609/list-of-education-companies-offering-free-
subscriptions/?fbclid=IwAR1LOhATCB9cz5ZUYhv_0hhryYs99Ew7HkSXnpMKyQLjfeR
gGg_cjCsmglE  
 
Ed X 
https://www.edx.org/ 
Categories for classes include computer science, language, data science, business 
management, humanities, and engineering  
 
Forty-five Free Educational Websites:  
https://fromabcstoacts.com/45-free-educational-websites-for-kids/?fbclid=IwAR0-
V_ylpZU1ZZeQJBo_DSxZ4lZEs2ZxTJTgMltEJgCl90taaiDAOSyOTXs  
 
The Great Courses 
https://www.thegreatcourses.com/ 
A wealth of courses – currently $10 per month with a quarterly commitment 
 
Hank the Cowdog Readings 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQfqzRM1fCtVSdiuoUsLLHQ  
 
Ivy League courses: 
https://www.freecodecamp.org/news/ivy-league-free-online-courses-
a0d7ae675869/?fbclid=IwAR2lgH5NltdejK33WZ4nYuv9QaEMccZNrD3QyN65pVzSqU
bF4f4mUMVWI44  
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Masterclass 
https://www.masterclass.com/ 
Currently 80+ classes – access to all classes is $15 per month billed annually 
 
Michelle Obama Story Time 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrNnk0wFBnCS1awGjq_ijGQ  
 
Monterey Bay Aquarium Live Cams: 
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams  
 
NASA at Home: 
https://www.nasa.gov/specials/nasaathome/index.html  
 
One Day University 
https://www.onedayu.com/  
Currently $7.95 per month for access to live events and a video library  
 
Online Literacy Resources: 
https://growingbookbybook.com/online-literacy-
resources/?fbclid=IwAR1uj5KXguw70dowe-9PiBDatIgVqQNkaEaRVog-
k2Y6JJd6P_sNO5T4Ya0  
 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes 
http://www.osherfoundation.org/index.php?olli  
Intended for mature students 
 
Scholastic “Learn at Home” site: 
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html  
 
Science resources: 
https://www.werkzpublishing.com/sciencewerkz/nsta-5-for-
free/?fbclid=IwAR1YRIOhGCrYtl_VgFTJNroeyUcEsKcWuuBnWJmQnMrcM21M5gMoh
7gOiP8  
 
Seventy-Five Educational Activities: 
https://learnincolor.com/educational-activities-for-when-youre-stuck-
indoors.html?fbclid=IwAR1RaV_myYeu8C2fxvzBTHWnYs007HwXPnn1HRN9UKCqX0
UEuZLRliN4cPQ 
Organized by grade level 
 
Six Hundred Free Online Courses: 
https://www.classcentral.com/report/new-courses-october-
2018/?fbclid=IwAR2bW5loN0Xpojhe5FOXZZ2BWywAKsSbT_Z2KmzpLkL4z8UZz0FP
sm6epcs  

https://www.masterclass.com/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrNnk0wFBnCS1awGjq_ijGQ
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/animals/live-cams
https://www.nasa.gov/specials/nasaathome/index.html
https://www.onedayu.com/
https://growingbookbybook.com/online-literacy-resources/?fbclid=IwAR1uj5KXguw70dowe-9PiBDatIgVqQNkaEaRVog-k2Y6JJd6P_sNO5T4Ya0
https://growingbookbybook.com/online-literacy-resources/?fbclid=IwAR1uj5KXguw70dowe-9PiBDatIgVqQNkaEaRVog-k2Y6JJd6P_sNO5T4Ya0
https://growingbookbybook.com/online-literacy-resources/?fbclid=IwAR1uj5KXguw70dowe-9PiBDatIgVqQNkaEaRVog-k2Y6JJd6P_sNO5T4Ya0
http://www.osherfoundation.org/index.php?olli
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://www.werkzpublishing.com/sciencewerkz/nsta-5-for-free/?fbclid=IwAR1YRIOhGCrYtl_VgFTJNroeyUcEsKcWuuBnWJmQnMrcM21M5gMoh7gOiP8
https://www.werkzpublishing.com/sciencewerkz/nsta-5-for-free/?fbclid=IwAR1YRIOhGCrYtl_VgFTJNroeyUcEsKcWuuBnWJmQnMrcM21M5gMoh7gOiP8
https://www.werkzpublishing.com/sciencewerkz/nsta-5-for-free/?fbclid=IwAR1YRIOhGCrYtl_VgFTJNroeyUcEsKcWuuBnWJmQnMrcM21M5gMoh7gOiP8
https://learnincolor.com/educational-activities-for-when-youre-stuck-indoors.html?fbclid=IwAR1RaV_myYeu8C2fxvzBTHWnYs007HwXPnn1HRN9UKCqX0UEuZLRliN4cPQ
https://learnincolor.com/educational-activities-for-when-youre-stuck-indoors.html?fbclid=IwAR1RaV_myYeu8C2fxvzBTHWnYs007HwXPnn1HRN9UKCqX0UEuZLRliN4cPQ
https://learnincolor.com/educational-activities-for-when-youre-stuck-indoors.html?fbclid=IwAR1RaV_myYeu8C2fxvzBTHWnYs007HwXPnn1HRN9UKCqX0UEuZLRliN4cPQ
https://www.classcentral.com/report/new-courses-october-2018/?fbclid=IwAR2bW5loN0Xpojhe5FOXZZ2BWywAKsSbT_Z2KmzpLkL4z8UZz0FPsm6epcs
https://www.classcentral.com/report/new-courses-october-2018/?fbclid=IwAR2bW5loN0Xpojhe5FOXZZ2BWywAKsSbT_Z2KmzpLkL4z8UZz0FPsm6epcs
https://www.classcentral.com/report/new-courses-october-2018/?fbclid=IwAR2bW5loN0Xpojhe5FOXZZ2BWywAKsSbT_Z2KmzpLkL4z8UZz0FPsm6epcs


 
Skillshare 
https://www.skillshare.com/ 
online classes on business, technology, the creative arts, and more 
 
Story Time from Space: 
https://storytimefromspace.com/  
 
Sylvan Nation: 
https://www.sylvannation.com/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=Post&utm_cam
paign=Sylvan%20Nation&utm_term=sn-
resources&fbclid=IwAR2Pw4buXcpZ41EEaHJUVE02rxus9VM9Hz6otl8dgGN1zfmPL7
9evmtP_n0&afterlogin=/activities/  
 
Ted Talks 
https://www.ted.com/talks  
More than 3400 talks on a wide variety of topics. Free 
 
Virtual Field Trips: 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SvIdgTx9djKO6SjyvPDsoGlkgE3iExmi3qh2KRR
ku_w/mobilebasic?fbclid=IwAR2LD24dNtOLZL6VCZRJt-
V5cidmBLObsUo1XnBEZIDrrmw-v2yvhp8D9SI  
 
Exercise: 
 
Angel Eyes Fitness and Nutrition 
https://angeleyesfitnessandnutrition.org/calendar/ 
Offers a free online class every Saturday morning at 11 am central time.  
 
Austin Parks & Recreation 50+ You Tube Channel for exercise / yoga: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLelTMMBW0YOTeBa7uwNrMNYM0LBYv46el  
 
Ballet Austin 
https://balletaustin.org/dance-fitness/online-classes/ 
Registration required.  
Most classes are not free. Two classes for older adults are free. 
 
JCC Austin Fitness 
https://shalomaustin.org/virtual-sports--fitness 
Free and paid classes 
 
Power for Parkinson’s 
https://www.youtube.com/powerforparkinsons 
Free live streaming and video classes 
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https://storytimefromspace.com/
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Other Information:  
Comcast offering free Internet: 
1-855-846-8376 
800-934-6489 
https://corporate.comcast.com/covid-
19?fbclid=IwAR1OwKkEHoD2hAY8dq5bh2lJ3YurqmWaYU3suwsb9nOobTExM1-
uNfzhTXA  
 
Spectrum offering free Internet to students during the COVID-19 Shutdown: 
844-488-8398 
 
Internet Essentials Program / Comcast 
www.internetessentials.com/ 
This program offers broadband Internet service for $9.95 per month, free Internet 
training, and the opportunity to purchase a low-cost (about $150) netbook or desktop 
computer. Qualified applicants must live in an area where Comcast is available and 
must have at least one child enrolled in a free school lunch program. Low income 
seniors are also eligible. Other requirements apply. The program is currently available 
in 39 states, including Texas.  
 
 
Volunteer Opportunities: 
Digital Volunteers 
Smithsonian  
Transcription Center and Wikipedian Volunteer Program 
 https://www.si.edu/volunteer/DigitalVolunteers  
 
Live a Dream 
Upload a short video to the site to help a senior through this time of physical isolation 
https://www.tribute.co/live-a-dream 
 
Volunteer Match 
https://www.volunteermatch.org/virtual-volunteering 
 

********** 

NOTE: Please contact the Disability Information and Referral Center (DIRC), a 
service provided by the Talking Book Program (TBP), for more information on 

assistive technology resources and on learning disabilities. TBP is a free lending 
library that provides recreational reading materials in alternative formats for qualified 

individuals in Texas who cannot read standard print or physically hold a book. 
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