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Talking Book Program 

Studio Hours 

Mon-Thurs 8:00am-8:00 pm 

Fri      8:00am-6:00 pm 

Sat  9:30 am-1:30 pm 

Calendar 
Studio Closings: 

Saturday, May 28th and 
Monday, May 30th 

       Talking Book   
       Program 

Texas State Library & 
Archives Commission 

     I Met The TBP Volunteer    
  Recording Studio Founder  

      By Ric Furley   

    Photo  by 

Randy Gartner 

I found out quite by accident that my grandmother-in-law lives in 
the same building as TBP founder Carolyn Randall. It took some 
time, but I was able to set up a meeting with her one after-
noon. She told me about working with a similar program in Hous-
ton, now called Sight into Sound, prior to moving to Austin and 
spearheading the very vital Texas State Library Talking Book Pro-
gram. She mentioned how "back in the day" that the recordings 
were done on LP type records. One client was very grateful for 
these records after having cataract surgery because of the surgi-
cal technique at the time, he had to remain perfectly still for about 
6 weeks. He said the audio books were the only thing that kept 
him sane! Carolyn saw the transfer from records, then reel-to-reel, 

CONGRATULATIONS!  

Louisa Torrance   

and

        Jennifer  Smallwood  
 have passed their auditions and         

    are  TBP’s newest narrators. 

     Well done! 
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and finally cassettes, before she retired, making it easier to reach more clients 
in need of the program. Since she lives in an assisted living facility, she never 
travels within the building without an application for the Talking Book Program 
to hand out to new residents who are grateful to know about the program's 
availability. We ended the afternoon with a delicious lunch in the facility's com-
missary accompanied by the rest of my wife's family.  
For more information on Carolyn Randall, see our  Jan/Feb 2015 newsletter  

TBP founder continued 

 Welcome New 

 Studio  Volunteers! 
     Tim Garza 
  Leon McMorrow 

 Paula Bryant 
 Janice Jones 
 Alice Shukalo 

  Derek Rodrigues 
  Kelsey Weaver 
 Kristina Zvinakis 
 Rossana Daumas 

  Angela Dion 
 Erin Groll 

   Beth Miller 
 Dawn Janacek 

       Welcome our newest TBP 

    studio staff member 

 Charlie Gilfillan! 

    BIENVENIDOS! 

This newsletter is a  
bi-monthly publication of the Texas 
Talking Book Program for recording 

studio  
volunteers and staff.  

If you have comments or suggestions, 
please email  

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/sites/default/files/public/tslac/tbp/news/vrs/vrsn_jan-feb2015.pdf
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  Thank You 

 Lionel and Rose! 
We sadly said goodbye 

to two of our most be-

loved and active volun-

teers, Lionel and Rose 

Jacobs, who recently 

relocated to New Mex-

ico. Neither our grati-

tude nor their contribu-

tions to TBP and ARIS 

can be overstated. To 

learn more about Lionel 

and Rose, follow the 

link beneath their pic-

ture to a 2014 article 

about husband and wife 

volunteering teams at 

TBP.  

Lionel and Rose 

 MUCHAS GRACIAS! 

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/sites/default/files/public/tslac/tbp/news/vrs/vrsn_may-june2014.pdf



