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Opening remarks

Mark Smith, Director and Librarian, stated that he’d like to direct the conversion of the
group towards considering non-fiction eBooks and resources. With popular fiction, it
would be extremely difficult to meet statewide needs under the current licensing
restrictions. General reference resources would be of use to all library types, as well as
more targeted resources such as IT manuals, DIY manuals, and the like. They would have
some crossover potential for TexQuest and K-12 students as well.

Recap of Monday’s meeting
A brief recap of the 4/25/16 meeting was given for those EIWG members who were not
present.

Ideas for moving forward with eBook plan for TexShare

Amongst group members, the greatest need expressed was that of IT and Computer
Science manuals. These manuals are often expensive, so even libraries who already
license the materials often struggle to afford them. They would be of use to all types of
TexShare libraries, including public, academic, and clinical medicine.

Other possible items included:

o A statewide platform run by TSLAC which libraries could load with their own
purchased titles.

o Award winning fiction and classics, to support English and Literature
departments.
Open Textbook resources
Business Directories and company information databases
Consumer Health resources, Medical Test Guides not available in
LearningExpress (e.g. Nursing Tests)

Conclusion

The group recommendation was to structure the exceptional item as a larger request
for IT and Computer Science manuals, and a smaller request for general reference
(potentially including DIY and consumer health resources).
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