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Family Place Library project opens this spring
This week, Daniel Villarruel and his 3-year-old son Matthew discover the dramatic play area at the Mount Pleasant Public Library.
 
TARGETED FOR KIDS AGES 
1 TO 3 AND PARENTS
In March 2016, the Mount Pleasant Public Library will open a new center designed for children and parents of the community.
The Family Place Library is a center for early childhood development and parent education for children, ages 1 to 3 years old, and their parents. Activities and workshops of the center are designed for both parents and children to learn and play together.
Children’s librarian Janet McCoy says that a child’s first three years of life are the years in which they learn the most. It is up to the parent(s) to spend that time with their children and help them develop early literacy skills that will prepare them for school.
“The parents themselves are the first and best teachers for their children,” she said. “With this program, the parents are getting quality time with their kids and are helping them advance forward.”
The Family Place Library project began in 1980 in Long Island, N.Y. and then spread across 24 states. This year, Texas took on the project, offering a grant to public libraries in the state to develop a Family Place Library. Of the 300 applications that were sent to the Texas State Library, only 12 libraries were given the grant. The Mount Pleasant Public Library was one of the 12.
Mount Pleasant head librarian Helen Thompson said she noticed, upon applying for the grant, that children, ages 1 to 3, were not being reached the way they should be. While doing some research with McCoy, Thompson found that a 30 million word gap can exist in the vocabulary of a parent receiving welfare assistance and a parent who is educated.
Although it might be an economic difference that contributes to holding a child behind in learning and vocabulary, Thompson said she wants to reach this group in particular to close the learning gap as much as possible before the children begin their first year of school.
“We want to reach those children before age three because that gap never really closes,” Thompson said. “They [Family Place Libraries] found that if you work with the parent and the child, then that can help the child and parent no matter what the economic level is.”
The center will feature appropriate programming for young children and their parents. The children will build early literacy skills through toys, books and other materials. Specialists will be in the center to provide resource, nutrition and pediatric information to the parents during the child’s learning progress. 
The parent/child workshops will consist of five sessions that will cover topics in literacy; speech, hearing and development; child development; nutrition; music, play and movement. 
Although spaces are limited for the first few classes and activities, they are repeated throughout the year so no child or parent gets left behind. 
“This is the best thing parents or anyone can do for their children,” Thompson said. “This gets them ready for school and also helps the parent learn how to be a better parent for them.”
While the workshop is still under construction, McCoy rearranged the children’s section of the library into a dramatic play area. 
Children, ages 1 to 5, can play in the area to learn and develop small motor movements, read books with their parents and interact with others. A small kitchen is set up in the corner of the area where children can learn how to “cut” fruits, cook, and sweep the kitchen floor.
McCoy says that she knew from the beginning that managing Family Play Place would be a tremendous amount of work. But knowing that it is good for the children and parents of the community, she loves being a part of it.
Although the program will feature an abundance of resources and specialists, she acknowledges that the parents themselves are the first and best teachers for their children.
“Play is the most important thing you can do for your child,” McCoy said. “By dedicating their time to play with their children and sharing books, the parents will close that 30 million word gap and set them up for the rest of their lives.” 
For more information on the Family Place Workshop, visit www.mpcity.org/library or email Janet McCoy at jmccoy@mpcity.org .
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