
Report for FY 16 Family Place Libraries Progress Report

Co mp letio n  Rate: 10 0 %

Co m plete 10

To tal 10

1. Response Counts

Count Response

1 Arlingto n Public Library So uth East Branch

1 Bee Cave Public

1 Buda Public Library

1 Burleso n Public Library

1 Dawso n Co unty Public Library

1 Midland Co unty Public Library - Do wnto wn

1 Ro und Ro ck Public Library

1 Stim ley-Blue Ridge Neighbo rho o d Library

1 Theo do re Jo hns Branch Library

1 Wichita Falls Public Library

2. Name of library designated as a Family Place Library

3. City



Count Response

1 Arlingto n

1 Beaum o nt, Tx

1 Bee Cave

1 Buda

1 Burleso n

1 Ho usto n

1 Lam esa

1 Midland

1 Ro und Ro ck

1 Wichita Falls

Count Response

1 Am anda Cadenhead

1 Cate Sweeney

1 Debbie Garza

1 Kathy Vo ssler

1 Kayla Parker

1 Mary Po wers

1 Melinda Ho dges

1 Ro bin Sm ith

1 Sara Po pe

1 Theresa Faris

4. Your Name



Count Response

1 Our to y area has been incredibly po pular, especially the kitchen, do llho use, and Lego s table. Also , o ur

parenting co llectio n is getting used. And the bo ard bo o k shelves are no t new, but they have been

practically em pty this sum m er because o f o ur new area.

1 Play kitchen, wo o den puzzles, do llho use

1 The children's play space is very po pular, specifically the kitchen space and the dress up area. The puppets

and blo cks are a clo se seco nd in po pularity.

1 The kids seem  to  enjo y talking o n the telepho ne! Also , the kitchen area is very po pular as well as the baby

do lls. We have a writing statio n that is very po pular as well. And let's no t fo rget the dress up center!

1 The m o st po pular item s thus far are definitely the to ys! Especially the blo cks (wo o den and cardbo ard),

Duplo s, and the play kitchen and play fo o d.

1 The to ys and to ddler-sized furniture in o ur Early Childho o d Area are co nstantly in use and tho ro ughly

enjo yed by fam ilies in the Library.

1 The to ys in the Children's play area are very po pular.

1 We are in the pro cess o f co nfiguring o ur early learning space, which will o pen in Septem ber. We will have

o ur first parent/child wo rksho ps, which will run sim ultaneo usly (o ne in the m o rning, and o ne in the

evening) in m id-Septem ber.

1 We have lim ited space so  we are o nly able to  ro tate a different kind o f to y every so  o ften in o ur children's

area. We first had o ut a writing desk with blank paper and chunky crayo ns. After a co uple o f m o nths we

m o ved o ut the desk and bro ught in bo th a set o f large cardbo ard and sm all plastic blo cks. Bo th tim es it

to o k a while fo r the children to  no tice the additio ns but o nce they did, the play reso urces becam e very

po pular. We have just m o ved o ver o ur parenting co llectio n this week and are still transitio n a handful o f

o ther titles so  that circulatio n change rem ains to  be seen.

5. Please describe some of the most popular activities, early literacy
stations, or newly added features in the  Family Place Libraries area in
your children's department.

6. Have you observed any of the following? (Please select all that apply)
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Value Percent  Count

An increase in the num ber o f yo ung children and adults who  visit the children's departm ent 75.0% 6

Increased interactio n between children and their caregivers when they visit yo ur children's

departm ent

62.5% 5

An increase in the length o f visits by yo ung children and their adults 87.5% 7

An increase in the frequency o f visits by yo ung children and their adults 62.5% 5

Increased circulatio n o f yo ur parenting co llectio n 12.5% 1

No ne o f the abo ve 12.5% 1

S t at ist ics  

Skipped 2

To tal Respo nses 8



Count Response

1 "My kids just lo ve co m ing here!" "My kids do n't want to  leave." "A fun place to  visit." "It's so  bright and

cheery." "What a great thing fo r the library to  have!" "I'm  fro m  New Yo rk and this library isn't big eno ugh to

be a Fam ily Place Library."

1 "The new area is beautiful. It is am azing! Exceptio nal!" "This is aweso m e" "My granddaughter asks to  co m e

here every day." "This is really co o l - a friend to ld m e abo ut it." A staff m em ber saw a neighbo rho o d

Facebo o k m essage, "Just disco vered a new favo rite place to  play! Ro und Ro ck Library has no w added a

new play area with to ys! My 2 and 3 year o ld were so  engaged..."

1 "we really like the do wnto wn library better!! Mo re to ys and the kids area is m o re secluded fro m  the rest o f

the library, so  I'm  no t so  stressed if they are a little lo uder than they sho uld be at a library" - Facebo o k

co m m ent fro m  library user We also  had o ne negative co m m ent fro m  a user co m plaining that to ys sho uld

no t be present in a library and that they wished to  return to  a "quiet library setting". Mo st co m m ents have

been po sitive.

1 Lo ve the to ys! It is a fun spo t fo r the children to  play and spend tim e with o ther children.

1 Many children have expressed enjo ym ent in playing with the to ys in the children's area. The run straight fo r

the to ys and tend to  no t want to  leave when it is tim e to  go . The parents have also  co m plim ented the space

and have, m any tim es, m entio ned ho w great an o ppo rtunity it is fo r their children to  interact with o thers.

1 Peo ple have requested to ys and interactive reso urces fo r a lo ng tim e in o ur children's area. Since we have

such pro hibitively lim ited space we have been unable to  do  it. Luckily we were able to  carve o ut a sm all area

in the co rner where 2nd a do o r to  the restro o m  was sealed o ff (there is still ano ther access po int) and so

we have been able to  ro tate to ys fro m  that area. Peo ple are really enjo ying the sm all play co rner we no w

have available to  them .

1 We have no t yet had a pro gram  so  there is no thing to  repo rt at this tim e.

1 We have no t yet im plem ented o ur Fam ily Place area.

1 We have received a variety o f co m m ents since we added o ur Fam ily Place Libraries area. The po sitives

o utweigh the negatives, but we've definitely heard bo th sides. Here are so m e written co m m ents we've

received. "We lo ve the new kid play area - yo u picked wo nderful to ys, especially the wo o den to ys and

kitchen are great. Thank yo u!" "My daughter lo ves playing with the new to ys. It is a well o rganized fam ily

play center fo r the co m m unity." "Lo ve, Lo ve, Lo ve the additio n to  the children's area! So  fun! Just a great

tim e fo r m y little o ne! May need and m aintain a "slo bber" pro to co l? " (We have tried to  po int o ut o ur yucky

bucket to  m o re fam ilies.) "Need larger/separate kids space" "Thank yo u so  m uch fo r the new kids area! It is

great fo r m y so n to  have to ys to  explo re and a special space to  m ake the library fun!" "Alm o st every tim e I

have been in the library this sum m er it has been lo ud to  the po int o f being unpleasant. I was in to day and it

was the wo rst it has ever been. Parents we

7. Please share some comments you have received from children and
adults about the changes in your library since you implemented your
Family Place Libraries area.



8. Have you completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries Parent/Child
Workshop?  

20 .0 %  Ye s , I comple te d one  Pare nt/Child Works hop:

10 .0 %  I am hos ting  my f irs t Pare nt/Child Works hop Now:

7 0 .0 %  I have  not hos te d a Pare nt/Child Works hop Ye t:

Value Percent  Count

Yes, I co m pleted o ne Parent/Child Wo rksho p 20.0% 2

I am  ho sting m y first Parent/Child Wo rksho p No w 10.0% 1

I have no t ho sted a Parent/Child Wo rksho p Yet 70.0% 7

  T o tal 10

S t at ist ics  

Min 0

Max 1

Sum 2.0

Average 0.2

StdDev 0.4

To tal Respo nses 9



Count Response

1 Mo ndays Octo ber 17th - No vem ber 14

1 No v 15, 2016 - Dec. 13, 2016

1 Oct. 1st Oct. 8th Oct. 15th Oct. 21st Oct. 29th

1 Our Mo nday evening wo rksho p is scheduled fo r Septem ber 19-Octo ber 17 fro m  6-7:30pm . Our

Thursday m o rning wo rksho p is scheduled fo r Septem ber 22-Octo ber 20 fro m  9:30-11am .

1 Septem ber 13,20,27 Octo ber 4,11

1 Septem ber 29 Octo ber 6 Octo ber 13 Octo ber 20 Octo ber 27

1 TBD-Blue Ridge is currently under co nstructio n.

1 Thursday m o rnings fro m  Septem ber 22nd - Octo ber 20th.

9. If you have not yet completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries
Parent/Child Workshop, please share the dates when your workshop is
scheduled.

10. If you have completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries Parent/Child
Workshop, how many children attended? (Please provide the total
attendance at all 5 workshops. If you have hosted more than one
Workshop, please provide the total children who attended all of your
workshops.)
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S t at ist ics  

Min 0

Max 74

Sum 94.0

Average 23.5

StdDev 30.3

Skipped 6

To tal Respo nses 4

11. If you have completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries Parent/Child
Workshop, how many adults attended? (Please provide the total
attendance at all 5 workshops. If you have hosted more than 1 workshop,
please provided the total number of adults that attended at all of your
workshops.)
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S t at ist ics  

Min 0

Max 55

Sum 80.0

Average 20.0

StdDev 22.6

Skipped 6

To tal Respo nses 4

12. Please list the community partnerships that you have established to
participate in your Parent/Child workshops.



Count Response

1 Arlingto n Independent Scho o l District, Head Start, Fo rt Wo rth Academ y o f Fine Arts

1 Buckner Children and Fam ily Services Beaum o nt Health Dept. Legacy Co m m unity Health

1 Co m m unity Actio n; Head Start; Therapy Center o f Buda; Music To gether

1 First 5 Perm ian Basin - Nurse Fam ily Partnership, Parents as Teachers, Ho m e Instructio n fo r Parents o f

Prescho o l Yo ungsters (HIPPY), Perm ian Basin Rehab Center, Midland Health and Senio r Services,

Perm ian Basin Breastfeeding Co alitio n

1 Green Apple Therapy Co o ks Childrens Texas Health Arts Unlim ited So uthwest

1 Seto n Medical, Baylo r Sco tt & White, Friends o f RRPL is helping to  pay fo r to ys fo r the wo rksho ps

1 WIC So uth Plains Health District Co unty Extensio n Office Medical Arts Ho spital

1 We are partnering with the Wichita Falls - Wichita Co unty Public Health District and No rth Texas

Rehabilitatio n Center.

Count Response

2 N/A

1 All aro und great and po sitive feedback. Many felt a bit disappo inted that there wasn't a better o ppo rtunity

to  speak with reso urce specialists than just during the wo rksho p as they fo und it difficult to  keep up with

their to ddle and also  ask questio ns to  the RS.

1 The speech therapist helped o ne o f o ur yo ung patro ns and his m o m  realize that he has a speech delay. She

was given so m e info rm atio n to  help and she was grateful. The pediatrician lo ved helping and plans to  be

back fo r the next Parent-Child Wo rksho p All the feedback has been po sitive, parents and caregivers were

glad they had attended.

13. If you have completed a 5-week Parent/Child Workshop, please
share any comments received from adults who attended or from
community partners.

14. Please rate the level of support from your library staff for your
Family Place Libraries program.



20 .0 %  Some what Supportive :

7 0 .0 %  Ve ry Supportive :

10 .0 %  Extre me ly Supportive :

Value Percent  Count

So m ewhat Suppo rtive 20.0% 2

Very Suppo rtive 70.0% 7

Extrem ely Suppo rtive 10.0% 1

  T o tal 10

S t at ist ics  

Min 3

Max 5

Sum 39.0

Average 3.9

StdDev 0.5

To tal Respo nses 10



15. Did you present a training or orientation to Family Place Libraries to
any of the following groups? (Please select all that apply)
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Value Percent  Count

Staff at yo ur library 70.0% 7

Adm inistrato rs 50.0% 5

Friends o f the Library 10.0% 1

No ne o f the Abo ve 20.0% 2

Other - Write In 50.0% 5

S t at ist ics  

Skipped 0

To tal Respo nses 10



Ot her - Writ e In Count

Harriet Dickso n Reyno lds pro gram -staff at o ur library and o ther area children's librarians and scho o l librarians 1

Library Adviso ry Co m m ittee & City Co uncil/Mayo r 1

Perm ian Basin Early Childho o d Co alitio n 1

Wichita Falls - Wichita Co unty Public Health District 1

William so n Co unty No n-pro fit Netwo rking gro up 1

To tal 5

16. Please share comments you have received from staff at your library
about your Family Place Libraries program.



Count Response

1 "It's a great pro gram  fo r fam ilies." "The kids really like it." "It's the first thing the kids see and run to ."

"Parents m ight no t like it because the kids want to  stay." "There's m o re kids co m ing in and playing."

"Fam ilies are staying in the library lo nger."

1 It is a go o d pro gram  to  have. I'm  glad we are o ffering this pro gram .

1 Many o f the staff are enthusiastic abo ut pro viding m aterials, suppo rt, and educatio n fo r the fam ilies in the

co m m unity. A few have m entio ned difficulties with the sum m er and after scho o l cro wd being to o

num ero us fo r the space, parents trying to  leave their children unattended, and the no ise level being to o

o bstructive fo r studying.

1 One o f o ur public services superviso rs stated, "Fam ily Place is the best thing this library has do ne fo r

custo m er service since putting in self check m achines." Others have m ade co m m ents abo ut it being so

go o d fo r the children and fam ilies o f the co m m unity. We have also  received co ncerns abo ut the increased

no ise level and the o ngo ing cleaning and picking up to ys.

1 Our staff are very po sitive and suppo rtive abo ut o ur new endeavo r.

1 Staff is o verall very po sitive abo ut the Fam ily Place Libraries pro gram . They have been helping m e

advertise the Parent/Child wo rksho ps and explain why we have the play area. They are very willing to

o rganize the area and wash to ys regularly. We all have enjo yed seeing children engage with the to ys in the

area, especially when we see them using their im aginatio ns and playing to gether. I wo uld lo ve to  get m o re

o f m y staff into  the training. Our staff do es ackno wledge that they've had to  deal with m o re no ise

co m plaints since we added the play area. They've also  co m m ented that they'd like to  see m o re parents

engaged with their children while the children are playing. Many parents use that tim e to  talk to  o ther

parents o r lo o k fo r bo o ks, instead o f playing with their children.

1 Staff is suppo rtive and reiterates the co m m unity enthusiasm  fo r the wo rksho p and to ys. Several do

struggle with the no ise levels asso ciated with the to ys but we are m anaging tho se co m plaints fine.

1 Yo uth Services staff m em bers are enthusiastic abo ut expanding the services we pro vide to  ages 0-5 and

their caregivers.

17. Did your library allocate funds to support your Family Place
Libraries program in addition to the $6000 grant provided by the Texas
State Library?



66.7 %  Ye s :

33.3%  No:

Value Percent  Count

Yes 66.7% 6

No 33.3% 3

  T o tal 9

S t at ist ics  

Skipped 1

To tal Respo nses 9

18. If your library added funding or expanded your Family Place
Libraries program, please describe the additions to, or expansion of,
your program.



Count Response

1 Additio nal m anipulatives, craft supplies, and additio nal m aterials fo r parent bo o k and m edia co llectio n.

1 Our library pro vided funding fo r the Parenting co llectio n, as well as a shelf fo r the to ys in the children's

area. The library also  funded the cutting o f the children's desk in o rder to  m ake m o re ro o m  fo r the play

area.

1 The allo catio n is fo r replacem ent m aterials, etc. It will no t be in the budget until FY 16/17.

1 We have allo cated funds in next year's budget that will be used either to  pay reso urce pro fessio nals (if

necessary) o r replace to ys.

1 We have had to  build in $800 per year fo r Reso urce Specialists.

1 We have spent additio nal reso urces to  update and add to  o ur parent co llectio n.

1 We have updated o ur space with paint and pro tective plexiglass o n o ur m ural to  acco m m o date the new

play area. We also  were allo wed space in o ur m eeting ro o m  to  ho ld a co uple o f tall sto rage cabinets. We're

using funds fro m  o ur Friends gro up and City to  purchase to ys and craft m aterials fo r the wo rksho p series

and to  replenish bro ken/m issing to ys fro m  o ur play area.

19. Have you prepared print publicity such as flyers to promote your
Family Place Libraries program or parent/child workshops? If so, please
send copies to Christine McNew at cmcnew@tsl.texas.gov.  

7 7 .8%  Ye s :

22.2%  No:



Value Percent  Count

Yes 77.8% 7

No 22.2% 2

  T o tal 9

S t at ist ics  

Skipped 1

To tal Respo nses 9

Count Response

1 We will be sending o ut a press release to  be published the first week o f Septem ber in the lo cal Tim es

Reco rd News. We also  have several televisio n appearances scheduled o n two  lo cal statio ns.

1 http://www.ro undro cktexas.go v/news/rrpl-launches-first-phase-fam ily-place-libraries/

http://www.statesm an.co m /news/news/lo cal/cervantes-the-library-is-a-fam ily-place/nrF2J/ (also  linked

fro m  the Fam ily Place site!) http://www.fam ilyplacelibraries.o rg/news.htm l And CTLS highlighted o ur

library: http://www.ctls.net/2016/06/tslac-accepting-fy2017-fam ily-place-pro ject-applicatio ns/

1 https://www.burleso ntx.co m /ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item /5844

20. If an article appeared in a local newspaper and is available online, or
if your Family Place program was featured on local television, please
provide links to the feature stories.

21. If you have uploaded information about your Family Place Libraries
program to your library's web site, please share the URL.



Count Response

1 http://arlingto nlibrary.o rg/fam ily-place-libraries/

1 http://wfpl.net/ - o n the slide sho w

1 https://www.burleso ntx.co m /1688/Fam ily-Place

1 https://www.co .m idland.tx.us/departm ents/lib/kids/Pages/Fam ily-Place.aspx

22. Have you developed a written plan for your Family Place Library
Program? (If so, please send a copy to Christine McNew at
cmcnew@tsl.texas.gov.)  

33.3%  Ye s :

66.7 %  No:

Value Percent  Count

Yes 33.3% 3

No 66.7% 6

  T o tal 9



S t at ist ics  

Skipped 1

To tal Respo nses 9

23. Please share your level of satisfaction with the Texas State Library's
Family Place Libraries Project.

60 .0 %  Ve ry Satis f ie d:

40 .0 %  Extre me ly Satis f ie d:

Value Percent  Count

Very Satisfied 60.0% 6

Extrem ely Satisfied 40.0% 4

  T o tal 10



S t at ist ics  

Min 4

Max 5

Sum 44.0

Average 4.4

StdDev 0.5

To tal Respo nses 10

24. Please share thoughts, comments, and suggestions about the Texas
State Library's Family Place Libraries Project.



Count Response

1 As the assistant library adm inistrato r, I was required to  attend the training, but the pro gram  will no t take

place in the branch I supervise. The branch m anager fro m  the branch participating sho uld have attended

the training giving the children's librarian m o re suppo rt in the planning and executing. Please no te, the

children's librarian will no t be full tim e at the branch ho sting the events - no t having a full tim e children's

librarian will cause pro blem s in the planning and evaluating o f the pro gram  (the children's librarian is in

attendance at the branch o ne day a week). - Geri Ro berts We were to ld at the training that each library

participating sho uld have a full tim e children's librarian. It wo uld be a go o d idea to  let anyo ne registering

fo r the training, kno w this ahead o f tim e. - Ro bin Sm ith

1 Beco m ing a Fam ily Place library has been so  beneficial fo r o ur library. We have pro bably tripled the use o f

the area o f the library that no w ho lds the to ys and reso urces. We co nstantly see parents talk to  their

children while playing and m ake co nnectio ns with o ther parents, and everyo ne is so  appreciative. This

grant has been exceptio nal with the ease o f repo rting and the fo llo w-up co m m unicatio n. The em ail

discussio n gro up and webinars help to  kno w suppo rt is within reach in o ur co m m unity. I can't think o f any

suggestio ns except to  po int o ut updates fo r go o d parenting bo o ks and reso urces as they co m e o ut. Thank

yo u!!

1 I am  excited to  see ho w the Fam ily Place pro gram  wo rks o ut.

1 I have enjo yed wo rking o n the pro ject. I have enjo yed seeing the parents interact with the children.-

Michele Wilso n I wish that I had access to  a Parent-Child Wo rksho p when m y so ns were to ddlers; I wo uld

have appreciated the o ppo rtunity to  m eet parents and the reso urce pro fessio nals. I really enjo y getting to

kno w the to ddlers! - Am and aCadenhead

1 There is a lo t o f go o d will and verbal suppo rt with this pro ject and we are so  grateful fo r the o ppo rtunity to

participate. In the spirit o f co nstructive criticism , I will say that there have been several areas where bo th

the Fam ily Place Librarians in Lo ng Island o r the Texas State Library have had so m e co m m unicatio n issues

which has m ade the pro cess m o re co m plicated than it co uld have been. I am  ho ping that as this pro gram

co ntinues, tho se types o f issues will im pro ve.

1 We are generally very pleased with and excited abo ut fully im plem enting o ur Fam ily Place Pro gram .

Ho wever, we co uld use assistance and advice in scheduling o ur o fficial site visit fro m  Fam ily Place.

1 We are very excited abo ut getting o ur fam ily place area and wo rksho ps started in Septem ber!

1 We still think that this pro gram  is go ing to  be a great additio n to  o ur library. We just have to  wo rk o ut so m e

o f the kinks and gro wing pains. If funds beco m e available to  where we co uld get ano ther grant to  send

m o re staff to  the training, we wo uld jum p o n it.
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