Report for FY 16 Family Place Libraries Progress Report

1. Response Counts

Complete _ 10

Total 10

2.Name of library designated as a Family Place Library

Count Response

1 Arlington Public Library South East Branch
1 Bee Cave Public

1 Buda Public Library

1 Burleson Public Library

1 Dawson County Public Library

1 Midland County Public Library - Downtown
1 Round Rock Public Library

1 Stimley-Blue Ridge Neighborhood Library
1 Theodore Johns Branch Library

1 Wichita Falls Public Library

3. City



Count Response

1 Arlington

1 Beaumont, Tx
1 Bee Cave

1 Buda

1 Burleson

1 Houston

1 Lamesa

1 Midland

1 Round Rock
1 Wichita Falls

4. Your Name

Count Response

1 Amanda Cadenhead
1 Cate Sweeney

1 Debbie Garza

1 Kathy Vossler

1 Kayla Parker

1 Mary Powers

1 MelindaHodges

1 Robin Smith

1 SaraPope

1 TheresaFaris



5.Please describe some of the most popular activities, early literacy
stations, or newly added features inthe Family Place Libraries areain
your children's department.

Count

Response

Ourtoyareahas beenincredibly popular, especially the kitchen, dollhouse, and Legos table. Also, our
parenting collection is getting used. And the board book shelves are notnew, but they have been
practically empty this summer because of our new area.

Play kitchen, wooden puzzles, dollhouse

The children's play space is very po pular, specifically the kitchen space and the dress up area. The puppets
and blocks are aclose second in popularity.

The kids seem to enjoy talking on the telephone! Also, the kitchen areais very popular as well as the baby
dolls. We have awriting station thatis very popular as well. And let's notforgetthe dress up center!

The mostpopularitems thus far are definitely the toys! Especially the blocks (wooden and cardboard),
Duplos, and the play kitchen and play food.

The toys and toddler-sized furniture in our Early Childhood Area are constantly in use and thoroughly
enjoyed by families in the Library.

The toys in the Children's play area are very popular.

We are in the process of configuring our early learning space, which willopen in September. We will have
our first parent/child worksho ps, which will run simultaneously (one in the morning, and one in the
evening) in mid-September.

We have limited space so we are only able to rotate adifferentkind of toy everyso ofteninour children's
area. We firsthad out awriting desk with blank paper and chunky crayons. After acouple of months we
movedoutthe deskand broughtinbothasetoflarge cardboard and small plastic blocks. Both times it
took awhile for the children to notice the additions butonce theydid, the playresources became very
popular. We have justmoved over our parenting collection this week and are still transition a handful of
other titles so thatcirculation change remains to be seen.

6. Have you observed any of the following? (Please select all that apply)
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Value Percent Count

Anincrease inthe number of young children and adults who visitthe children's department 75.0%

Increased interaction between children and their caregivers when they visityour children's 62.5%
department

EEEN BN
N

Anincrease in the length of visits by young children and their adults 87.5%

Anincrease in the frequency of visits by young children and their adults 62.5% 5
Increased circulation of your parenting collection 12.5% 1
None of the above 12.5% 1
Statistics

Skipped 2

Total Responses 8



7. Please share some comments you have received from children and
adults about the changes in your library since you implemented your
Family Place Libraries area.

Count

Response

"My kids justlove coming here!" "My kids don'twantto leave." "Afun place to visit." "It's so bright and
cheery." "Whatagreat thing for the library to have!" "I'm from New York and this libraryisn't big enough to
be aFamily Place Library."

"The new areais beautiful. Itis amazing! Exceptional!" "This is awesome" "My granddaughter asks to come
here everyday." "This is reallycool-afriend told me aboutit." Astaff member sawaneighborhood
Facebookmessage, "Justdiscovered anew favorite place to play! Round Rock Library has now added a
new play areawith toys! My 2 and 3 year old were so engaged..."

"we really like the downtown library better!! More toys and the kids areais more secluded from the restof
the library, so I'm notso stressed if they are alittle louder than they should be atalibrary" - Facebook
commentfrom library user We also had one negative commentfrom auser complaining thattoys should
notbe presentin alibrary and thatthey wished to return to a"quietlibrary setting". Mostcomments have
been positive.

Love the toys! Itis afun spotforthe children to play and spend time with other children.

Many children have expressed enjoymentin playing with the toys in the children's area. The run straightfor
the toys and tend to notwantto leave wheniitis time to go. The parents have also complimented the space
and have, many times, mentioned how greatan opportunityitis for their children to interact with others.

People have requested toys and interactive resources for along time in our children's area. Since we have
such prohibitively limited space we have been unable to do it. Luckily we were able to carve outasmall area
inthe corner where 2nd adoor to the restroom was sealed off (there is still another access point) and so
we have been able to rotate toys from thatarea. People are really enjoying the small play corner we now
have available to them.

We have notyethad aprogram so there is nothing to reportatthis time.
We have notyetimplemented our Family Place area.

We have received avariety of comments since we added our Family Place Libraries area. The positives
outweigh the negatives, but we've definitely heard both sides. Here are some written comments we've
received. "We love the new kid play area-you picked wonderful toys, especially the wooden toys and
kitchen are great. Thankyou!" "My daughter loves playing with the new toys. Itis awell organized family
play center for the community." "Love, Love, Love the addition to the children's area! So fun! Justagreat
time for my little one! May need and maintain a"slobber" protocol?" (We have tried to pointoutour yucky
bucketto more families.) "Need larger/separate kids space" "Thankyou so much for the newkids area! Itis
greatformysonto have toys to explore and aspecial space to make the libraryfun!" "Almosteverytime |
have beeninthe library this summerithas been loud to the pointofbeing unpleasant. Iwas in today and it
was the worstithas ever been. Parents we



8.Have you completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries Parent/Child

Workshop?

2 not hosted a Parent/Child Workshop Yet:

~ 20.0% Yes,lcompleted one Parent/Child Workshop:

10.0% lamhosting my first Parent/Child Worksho

Value Percent Count

Yes, Icompleted one Parent/Child Workshop 20.0% I 2

lam hosting my first Parent/Child Workshop Now 10.0% I 1

lhave nothosted a Parent/Child Workshop Yet 70.0% - 7
Total 10

Statistics

Min 0

Max 1

Sum 2.0

Average 0.2

StdDev 0.4

Total Responses 9



9.1f you have not yet completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries
Parent/Child Workshop, please share the dates when your workshop is
scheduled.

Count Response

1 Mondays October 17th - November 14

1 Nov 15,2016 -Dec. 13,2016

1 Oct. 1stOct. 8th Oct. 15th Oct. 21stOct. 29th

1 Our Monday evening workshop is scheduled for September 19-October 17 from 6-7:30pm. Our

Thursday morning workshopis scheduled for September 22-October 20 from 9:30-11am.

1 September 13,20,27 October 4,11

1 September 29 October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27
1 TBD-Blue Ridge is currently under construction.

1 Thursday mornings from September 22nd - October 20th.

10. If you have completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries Parent/Child
Workshop, how many children attended? (Please provide the total
attendance at all 5workshops. If you have hosted more than one
Workshop, please provide the total children who attended all of your
workshops.)
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Statistics

Min 0]
Max 74
Sum 94.0
Average 23.5
StdDev 30.3
Skipped 6
Total Responses 4

11. If you have completed a 5-week Family Place Libraries Parent/Child
Workshop, how many adults attended? (Please provide the total
attendance at all 5workshops. If you have hosted more than 1 workshop,
please provided the total number of adults that attended at all of your
workshops.)
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Statistics
Min 0
Max 55
Sum 80.0
Average 20.0
StdDev 22.6
Skipped 6
Total Responses 4

12. Please list the community partnerships that you have established to
participate in your Parent/Child workshops.



Count

Response

Arlington IndependentSchool District, Head Start, Fort Worth Academy of Fine Arts

Buckner Children and Family Services Beaumont Health Dept. Legacy Community Health

Community Action; Head Start; Therapy Center of Buda; Music Together

First5 Permian Basin - Nurse Family Partnership, Parents as Teachers, Home Instruction for Parents of
PreschoolYoungsters (HIPPY), Permian Basin Rehab Center, Midland Health and Senior Services,
Permian Basin Breastfeeding Coalition

Green Apple Therapy Cooks Childrens Texas Health Arts Unlimited Southwest

Seton Medical, Baylor Scott & White, Friends of RRPL is helping to pay for toys for the workshops

WIC South Plains Health District County Extension Office Medical Arts Hospital

We are partnering with the Wichita Falls - Wichita County Public Health Districtand North Texas
Rehabilitation Center.

13. If you have completed a 5-week Parent/Child Workshop, please
share any comments received from adults who attended or from
community partners.

Count

Response

N/A

Allaround greatand positive feedback. Many felt a bitdisappointed that there wasn't abetter opportunity
to speak with resource specialists than justduring the workshop as they found it difficult to keep up with
theirtoddle and also ask questions to the RS.

The speech therapisthelped one of our young patrons and his mom realize thathe has aspeech delay. She
was givensome information to help and she was grateful. The pediatrician loved helping and plans to be
backfor the next Parent-Child Workshop All the feedback has been positive, parents and caregivers were
glad they had attended.

14. Please rate the level of support from your library staff for your
Family Place Libraries program.



10.0% Extremely Supportive:

70.0% Very Supportive:

~ 20.0% Somewhat Supportive:

Value Percent Count

SomewhatSupportive 20.0% . 2

Very Supportive 70.0% _ 7

Extremely Supportive 10.0% I 1
Total 10

Statistics

Min 3

Max 5

Sum 39.0

Average 3.9

StdDev 0.5

Total Responses 10



15. Did you present a training or orientation to Family Place Libraries to
any of the following groups? (Please select all that apply)
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Staffatyour .. Administrators Friends ofthe.. None ofthe Abo.. Other-Write ...
Value Percent Count
Staffatyour library 70.0% e 7
Administrators 50.0% _ 5
Friends of the Library 10.0% I 1
None of the Above 20.0% _ 2
Other - Write In 50.0% - 5

Statistics
Skipped 0
Total Responses 10



Other - Writeln Count

Harriet Dickson Reynolds program-staff atour library and other areachildren's librarians and school librarians 1
Library Advisory Committee & City Council/Mayor 1
Permian Basin Early Childhood Coalition 1
Wichita Falls - Wichita County Public Health District 1
Williamson County Non-profit Networking group 1
Total 5

16. Please share comments you have received from staff at your library
about your Family Place Libraries program.



Count Response

1 "It's agreatprogram for families." "The kids really like it." "It's the first thing the kids see and run to."
"Parents mightnotlike itbecause the kids wantto stay." "There's more kids coming in and playing."
"Families are staying in the librarylonger."

1 Itisagood program to have. I'm glad we are offering this program.

1 Many of the staff are enthusiastic about providing materials, support, and education for the families in the
community. Afew have mentioned difficulties with the summer and after schoolcrowd being too
numerous for the space, parents trying to leave their children unattended, and the noise level being too
obstructive for studying.

1 One ofour publicservices supervisors stated, "Family Place is the bestthing this library has done for
customer service since putting in self checkmachines." Others have made comments aboutitbeing so
good for the children and families of the community. We have also received concerns aboutthe increased
noise level and the ongoing cleaning and picking up toys.

1 Our staff are very positive and supportive aboutour newendeavor.

1 Staffis overall very positive aboutthe Family Place Libraries program. They have been helping me
advertise the Parent/Child worksho ps and explain why we have the play area. They are very willing to
organize the areaand wash toys regularly. We all have enjoyed seeing children engage with the toys in the
area, especially when we see themusing their imaginations and playing together. Iwould love to getmore
of my staffinto the training. Our staff does acknowledge that they've had to deal with more noise
complaints since we added the play area. They've also commented thatthey'd like to see more parents
engaged with their children while the children are playing. Many parents use thattime to talkto other
parents orlookfor books, instead of playing with their children.

1 Staffis supportive and reiterates the community enthusiasm for the workshop and toys. Several do
struggle with the noise levels associated with the toys but we are managing those complaints fine.

1 Youth Services staff members are enthusiastic aboutexpanding the services we provide to ages 0-5 and
their caregivers.

17.Did your library allocate funds to support your Family Place
Libraries programin addition to the $6000 grant provided by the Texas
State Library?



33.3% No:

66.7% Yes:

Value Percent Count

Yes 66.7% e 6
No 33.3% e 3

Total 9
Statistics
Skipped 1
Total Responses 9

18.If your library added funding or expanded your Family Place
Libraries program, please describe the additions to, or expansion of,
your program.



Count Response

1 Additional manipulatives, craft supplies, and additional materials for parentbook and mediacollection.

1 Our library provided funding for the Parenting collection, as well as ashelf for the toys in the children's
area. The library also funded the cutting of the children's deskin order to make more room for the play
area.

1 The allocation is for replacement materials, etc. It willnotbe in the budgetuntil FY 16/17.

1 We have allocated funds in nextyear's budget that will be used either to pay resource professionals (if

necessary) or replace toys.

1 We have had to build in $800 per year for Resource Specialists.
1 We have spentadditional resources to update and add to our parentcollection.
1 We have updated our space with paintand protective plexiglass on our mural to accommodate the new

play area. We also were allowed space inour meeting room to hold acouple of tall storage cabinets. We're
using funds from our Friends group and City to purchase toys and craft materials for the workshop series
and to replenish broken/missing toys from our play area.

19. Have you prepared print publicity such as flyers to promote your
Family Place Libraries program or parent/child workshops? If so, please
send copies to Christine McNew at cmcnew@tsl.texas.gov.

22.2% No:

77.8% Yes:



Value Percent Count

No 22.2% - 2

Total 9
Statistics
Skipped 1
Total Responses 9

20. If an article appeared in alocal newspaper and is available online, or
if your Family Place program was featured on local television, please
provide links to the feature stories.

Count Response

1 We will be sending outapress release to be published the firstweekof Septemberinthe local Times
Record News. We also have several television appearances scheduled on two local stations.

1 http://www.roundro cktexas.gov/news/rrpl-launches-first-phase-family-place-libraries/
http://www.statesman.com/news/news/local/cervantes-the-library-is-a-family-place/nrF2J/(also linked
from the Family Place site!) http://www.familyplacelibraries.org/news.htm| And CTLS highlighted our
library: http://www.ctls.net/20 16 /06 /tslac-accepting-fy20 17-family-place-project-applications/

1 https://www.burlesontx.com/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/ltem /5844

21.If you have uploaded information about your Family Place Libraries
program to your library's web site, please share the URL.



Count Response

1 http://arlingtonlibrary.org/family-place-libraries/

1 http://wfpl.net/-on the slide show

1 https://www.burlesontx.com/1688/Family-Place

1 https://www.co.midland.tx.us/departments/lib/kids/Pages/Family-Place.aspx

22.Have you developed a written plan for your Family Place Library
Program? (If so, please send a copy to Christine McNew at
cmcnew@tsl.texas.gov.)

33.3% Yes:

66.7% No:

Value Percent Count

Yes 33.3%

Total 9



Statistics

Skipped 1

Total Responses 9

23. Please share your level of satisfaction with the Texas State Library's
Family Place Libraries Project.

40.0% Extremely Satisfied:

60.0% Very Satisfied:

Value Percent Count

Very Satisfied 60.0% - 6

Extremely Satisfied 40.0%

Total 10



Statistics

Min 4
Max 5
Sum 44.0
Average 4.4
StdDev 0.5
Total Responses 10

24. Please share thoughts, comments, and suggestions about the Texas
State Library's Family Place Libraries Project.



Count

Response

As the assistantlibrary administrator, lwas required to attend the training, butthe program will nottake
place inthe branch Isupervise. The branch manager from the branch participating should have attended
the training giving the children's librarian more supportin the planning and executing. Please note, the
children's librarian will not be full time atthe branch hosting the events - nothaving afull time children's
librarian will cause problems in the planning and evaluating of the program (the children's librarianis in
attendance atthe branch one day aweek). - Geri Roberts We were told atthe training thateach library
participating should have afull time children's librarian. twould be agoodideato letanyone registering
for the training, know this ahead of time. - Robin Smith

Becoming aFamily Place library has been so beneficial for our library. We have probably tripled the use of
the areaofthe library thatnow holds the toys and resources. We constantly see parents talk to their
children while playing and make connections with other parents, and everyone is so appreciative. This
granthas been exceptional with the ease of reporting and the follow-up communication. The email
discussion group and webinars help to know supportis within reach in our community. [can'tthink of any
suggestions exceptto pointoutupdates for good parenting books and resources as they come out. Thank
you!!

lam excited to see howthe Family Place program works out.

Ihave enjoyed working on the project. have enjoyed seeing the parents interact with the children.-
Michele Wilson Iwish thatlhad access to a Parent-Child Workshop when mysons were toddlers; lwould
have appreciated the opportunity to meetparents and the resource professionals. Ireally enjoy getting to
knowthe toddlers! - Amand aCadenhead

Thereis alotofgood will and verbal supportwith this projectand we are so grateful for the opportunity to
participate. In the spiritof constructive criticism, | will say thatthere have been several areas where both
the Family Place Librarians in Long Island or the Texas State Library have had some communicationissues
which has made the process more complicated thanitcould have been. lam hoping that as this program
continues, those types ofissues willimprove.

We are generally very pleased with and excited about fullyimplementing our Family Place Program.
However, we could use assistance and advice in scheduling our official site visitfrom Family Place.

We are very excited about getting our family place areaand worksho ps started in September!
We still think that this program is going to be agreataddition to our library. We justhave to workoutsome

ofthe kinks and growing pains. If funds become available to where we could getanother grantto send
more staff to the training, we would jump onit.
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